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A New Year … or Déjà Vu 
Welcome back, after what I trust was a restful 
and enjoyable Christmas break, to a new term 
and the beginning of a new year.  Whilst this 
normally brings with it a sense of fresh 
opportunities and uncharted territories ahead, 
there is an alarming familiarity to the challenges 
that greet us on our return to school.  A year 
ago, Covid cases were soaring, and we only 
managed one day back before another lockdown 
was imposed.  Although at present, it seems that 
schools will thankfully be remaining open, the 
difficulties associated with high levels of illness 
among staff and students are likely to have a 
significant impact moving forward.  Once again, 
we will be looking to our youngsters to 
demonstrate high levels of maturity and 
independence in dealing with this disruption, 
particularly in being helpful and supportive to 
supply staff, catching up any missed work or 
completing remote learning if they are absent 
due to Covid.  I should like to thank parents for 
the many supportive and understanding 
messages we have received as we attempt to 
maintain our standards in these trying times. 
 
Regrettably, I do have to share with you the sad 
news that David Deeks, Pastoral Leader from 
2007 to 2013, passed away before Christmas.  
David was a man of great integrity, hugely 
respected and well liked by colleagues and 
students alike.  His role, managing the behaviour 
of youngsters in the older year groups at a time 
when the school was still requiring considerable 
improvement, was extremely demanding, but 
David approached every day and every challenge 
with patience, sensitivity and good humour.  He 
will be greatly missed by all who had the 
privilege of working with him. 
 
I should like to extend my best wishes to everyone 
for the term ahead, and for a safe, successful and 
healthy 2022. 
 
Mr Lawn (Headteacher) 

Remembrance Day 

On Sunday 14th November our Head Boy, Alfie 
Amos, and Head Girl, Lillymay Dick, attended the 
Royal British Legion Remembrance Service with 
Deputy Headteacher Mr Birley.  The school was 
honoured to lay a wreath at the war memorial in 
Braintree & Bocking Public Gardens as part of the 
ceremony, in honour of all those who have given 
their lives in conflict. 
 

Children in Need 2021 
We are delighted to announce that we 
raised £340.92 for BBC’s Children in 
Need. Thank you to all the students 
and community for their kind donations.  

Diary Dates  
January 2022 
4th Jan - Non-pupil INSET Day 
5th Jan - Return to school (Years 7, 10 & 11) 
6th Jan - Return to school (Years 8 & 9) 
6th Jan - Year 11 Parents’ Evening (Virtual) 
7th Jan-17th Jan - Year 10 Formal Exams 
21st Jan - Year 11 Photos 
27th Jan - Year 9 Parents’ Evening (Virtual) 
31st Jan-11th Feb - Year 11 Formal Exams 
 

http://www.alechunter.com/


Year 12 Presentation Evening 
On Thursday 18th November, we celebrated the 
academic and personal achievements of last 
year’s Year 11 students at Presentation Evening. 
This is an annual event, where ex-students meet 
up with staff and former classmates, catch up on 
progress since leaving the school and receive 
their GCSE certificates.  A number of special 
awards are also presented, and these are 
sponsored by various individuals and local 
organisations. These recognise commitment to 
sport, academic achievements and outstanding 
contributions made by students in each subject 
area.  We are delighted to announce our winners 
for 2021. 

Subject Awards 

English Language Gold Alex 

English Literature Bethany Osborn 

Maths Mia El-Fazazi 

ICT Archie Butcher 

Computer Science Daniel Lovett 

P.E. Darcy Coburn 

Vocational Sport Stanley Bartlett 

Drama Joshua Chapman 

Music Travis Taylor 

Geography Megan Pocock 

History Molly Anslow-Clarke 

RPE Rosie Rushbrooke 

French Sophie Cole 

German Oliver Hollingsworth 

Spanish Ozan Bulbul 

Combined Science Katie Naylor 

Biology Priya Rudkin-Midl 

Chemistry Hannah Cartwright 

Physics Alicia Morton 

Art Francesca Burder 

Textiles Paige Hall 

Engineering Emily Cobbold 

Child Development Sydney Martin 

Food Preparation & 
Nutrition 

Ellie Wright 

Retail Business Mia Barefield 

Travel & Tourism Jasmine Stock 

Animal Care Lily-Mae Garrod 

Creative I.T. Nafia Mustafa 

 
Sports Awards 

The Baldock Cup for All-
round Boys’ Achievement 

Owen Morgan 

The Lindsey Cup for All-
round Girls’ Achievement 

Olivia Kouchuk 

The Margery Cup for 
Outstanding Girls’ Effort 

Ione Murray-
Poulimenos 

The Netball Cup for 
Outstanding Achievement 

Ella Walker 

The Drummond Cup for 
Outstanding Achievement 
in Athletics 

Ross Ovel 

The Football Cup for 
Outstanding Achievement 

Caitlyn Charles 

The McElrea Cup for 
Outstanding Boys’ Effort 

Stanley Bartlett 

 
Special Awards 

The Wendy Morgan 
Award for Citizenship 

Amy Keeble 

The Performing Arts 
Award 

Olivia Possee 

The Lady Stark Award for 
Languages 

Megan Pocock 

The Mollie Birmingham 
Award for Services to the 
Community 

Hannah Cartwright 

The Hardison Taylor 
Award 

Travis Taylor 

The Stephen Wyatt 
Humanities College 
Award 

Bethany Osborn 

The Alec Hunter Award Sky Ingram 

The Lord Newton Award 
for Overall Progress from 
KS2 

Francesca Burder 

The Overall Achievement 
Award 

Mia El-Fazazi 

The Andrew Hutchinson 
Award 

Joseph Chapple 

 
100% Attendance in Year 11 

Thairell Adams Oliver Hollingsworth 

Molly Anslow-Clarke William Howarth 

Mia Barefield Amy Keeble 

Ozan BulBul Cain Legg 

Samual Campbell Toby Miller 

Hannah Cartwright Nafia Mustafa 

Joseph Chapple Thomas Page 

Jake Enderson Jasmine Stock 

Tatiana Gulakova Harry Stocker 

Joshua Tew 

 

100% Attendance over 5 Years 

Mia Barefield 

 
 
 



 
  

The Wendy Morgan Award for Citizenship 
Amy Keeble 

The Netball Cup 
Ella Walker 

The Stephen Wyatt Humanities College Award 
Bethany Osborn 

The Lord Newton Award for Overall Progress 
from KS2 

Francesca Burder 

The Margery Cup 
Ione Murray-Poulimenos 
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Hannah Cartwright 

Award Winners 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The success of this event was not just due to the students whose achievements we celebrated, but to 
the generous sponsorship the school received. Our sincere thanks go to the following sponsors: 

Benson School of Motoring Mr & Mrs Martin, Blou Construction Ltd 
Flagfinders CTB Ltd  Laura Hardison Taylor 
Mr Richard Hunter  McDonald’s Restaurants Ltd, Braintree 
Mr Simon McElrea & family Mr Stephen Wyatt 

 

The Lady Stark Award for Languages 
Megan Pocock 

The Overall Achievement Award 
Mia El-Fazazi 

The Alec Hunter Award 
Sky Ingram 

The Hardison Taylor Award 
Travis Taylor 

The Andrew Hutchinson Award 
Joseph Chapple 



Artist of the Month 
Congratulations to Amelia Porebska in Year 10 
who is October’s Artist of the Month. Amelia has 
been working extremely hard and has done lots 
of additional work at home as well as going into 
the Art Room after school to improve her skills. 
She has attempted all challenge tasks that have 
been set and is working above her target grade.  
Amelia has produced some incredible artwork 

and is a pleasure to teach. Well done, Amelia!  
 

 
 

 
Ella Ouwehand in Year 8 is November’s Artist of 
the Month. Ella has worked incredibly hard and 
produced some outstanding colour pencil and 
watercolour art this month. Well done, Ella. 
 
 

 

Chef of the Month 

October’s 'Chef of the Month' has been jointly 
awarded to Nina Cole and Chloe Draper, both in 
Year 8. Both students are amazing chefs who 
hand-made the pastry for their quiches and 
added vegetables to make them healthier. Both 
students are always extremely organised and 
work well independently. Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Lexi Old in Year 10 is the winner of November’s 
Chef of the Month. Lexi made a delicious 
Chocolate Log with light sponge, filled with 
whipped cream and coated in a dark chocolate 
ganache. Well done, Lexi! 



Wivenhoe House Hotel 
On Friday 12th November, four students from 

Year 11 Event Operations had the amazing 

opportunity to visit Wivenhoe House Hotel on 

the university of Essex Colchester Campus as 

part of their studies. They met with Phil Berners 

PhD (an ex-student from Alec Hunter), Senior 

Lecturer from their Event Management course, 

and discussed planning and delivering events to 

a range of clients, from working on the Queen’s 

Gala Banquet to launching a Bon Jovi album in 

Rome. Afterwards, the students had a guided 

tour of the campus and the opportunity to speak 

to current Event Management degree students 

about their experiences. Students involved were 

Jayden Hearn, Jazmine Johnson, Harry Lynch, 

and Olivia Norfolk. The students were great 

ambassadors for Alec Hunter and gained a real 

insight into studying Events Management and 

university life. 

 

 
Year 7 & 8 Reading Rewards 
Year 7 and 8 students will have a lesson in the 
library every four weeks with their English 
teacher and will have an hour to read and 
borrow books. Each student has been given a 
Reading Passport with space for 10 reading 
books. When they have finished reading a book, 
they can add it to the passport and get it signed 
by their parent/carer. To prove they have read 
and understood the book they must produce one 
of the following: 

• Book review 

• Illustration of their favourite character or 
scene 

• Diary entry from the perspective of a 
character 

• Newspaper report about a key scene 

• A speech about the book and why people 
should read it 

• An alternative book cover 

• A poster for the book to inspire others to 
read it 

• A comic strip or timeline detailing key 
moments in the book. 

Students will receive 10 House Points for every 
book they have read and will receive rewards for 
10 books (Bronze Award), 20 books (Silver 
Award) and 30 books (Gold Award). 
 

Year 10 Festive Biscuits 
Year 10 Food Preparation and Nutrition students 
baked festive biscuits in class last month, some 
making cheery gingerbread men and some 
opting for seasonal shapes. The biscuits were 
made to illustrate the melting method and to 
practise decorating. 
 
 
 
 

  

Used Stamp Collection 
We are now collecting used postage stamps 

to recycle and raise money to help the 

British Hedgehog Preservation Society. This 

charity works to raise awareness of the 

practical steps we can take to help reverse 

the decline of hedgehogs in the wild, 

improve their welfare and safeguard the 

future of this much-loved animal.  Each 

tutor group has a collection point, and we 

will be collecting used stamps up until the 

February half-term. 



 

     

 

     

 

     

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Year 7 Technology project 
Year 7 group 7NT1 finished their first term in Technology by completing 
their Racing Cars made from pine. Their project is based on a Resistant 
Materials workshop and is an introduction to Engineering. It sees 
students using a technical drawing of a racing car to produce a finished 
product. The pupils receive a rectangular block of pine at the beginning 
of the project and have to cut, shape and sand the wood to create a 
moving toy car. They use a variety of hand tools and machinery within 
the workshop to cut the wood, drill holes and carefully shape the car. The 
project develops the pupils’ understanding of engineering processes as 
well as enhancing their accuracy skills in measurement. 
 
 

Year 7 students pictured: Dulcie Hearn, Katie Ashford, Alfie Holmes, Archie Black, Stevie Collier. 
Jack Reece, Henry Ribbans, Becky Thompson, Gabriel Nicholson. 

Nicky Costello-Canning, Evie Boyes and Martyna Jankowska. 
 
 

 



Student Absence: Please remember to report any student absence via: 

Tel: 01376 559356 / Text: 07598 393348 / Email: jjackson@alechunter.com.  

Headteacher’s Surgery: Mr Lawn will be available from 3:30-4:30pm every Thursday to 

meet with parents and discuss any issues they may wish to raise.  No appointment is required, 
as parents will be seen in the order they arrive, but if you wish to book a specific time, please 
contact the school office. 

 

 

Samaritan’s Purse 
We would like to say a big thank you to our school 
community for their kind donations to the 
Samaritan’s Purse project, which forms part of the 
Year 10 Citizenship group's GCSE work. We received 
45 shoeboxes 
filled with gifts to 
give to the 
charity, which will 
now be    
distributed to 
children overseas.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Cross Country Competition 
Many thanks to the 34 competitors that took part in this year’s house cross country competition on 
Tuesday 30th November. Special congratulations go to Lincoln Green (Year 9), Hollie Heighes (Year 9) 
and Stanley Lewin (Year 10) who broke their respective year records. Staff were also involved and both 
Mr Bonnaud and Mrs Johnson also set new school records! 
 

Level Distance Winners No. of laps House 

Year 7 1520m Ashton Masucci 2 Hawking 

Year 8/9 2280m Lincoln Green (Y9) 
Hollie Heighes (Y9) 

3 Curie 
Curie 

Year 10/11 3800m Stanley Lewin (Y10) 
Grace Hardison Taylor (Y10) 

5 Gandhi 
Attenborough 

Staff 3800m Mr M Bonnaud 
Mrs E Johnson 

5 Attenborough 
Curie 

 
Points per House: Gandhi – 311; Curie – 290; Hawking – 195; Attenborough – 114 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mental Health Awareness 
Poster Competition 
Students in Years 7 - 9 took part in a poster-
making competition as part of Learning for Life 
and our Young Minds Mental Health Day. Mr 
Lawn judged 8 shortlisted posters and chose 
Year 9 student Gionna Daley's poster as the 
winner.  He commented that not only was the 
poster visually pleasing, but the advice was 
really strong too. Congratulations, Gionna! 
 
 

We all wore our Odd Socks 

in support of Anti-Bullying 

Week on Friday 19th 

November. It was a fun 

opportunity to celebrate our 

individuality as well as what 

makes us all different and 

unique. 
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Year 8 German Pen Pal Exchange 
Fifty-five students from Year 8 and Year 9 are taking part in a German Pen Pal Project with students 
from IGS Aurich, a comprehensive school in the town of Aurich in north-west Germany. Students have 
received their first letters from their pen pals and were excited to read about their likes, dislikes and 
what it is like where they live. Some even received little gifts or drawings! Alec Hunter students have 
written back to their pen pals with their own descriptions and questions in a mixture of both German 
and English.  The students will continue to exchange letters once a term for the rest of the year to learn 
more about one another and each other's cultures. They will also have the chance to "meet" their pen 
pals on a Teams call later in the year. Hopefully, this will enhance their language skills and will be the 
start of a wonderful friendship! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 



 



  



 
  



  



  



LINE MANAGEMENT FROM SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
 

 
 

Please find below our line management arrangements for students. The first point of contact for enquiries should 
be your child’s tutor and then their Student Support Leader or Head of Year depending on the nature of your query. 

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

Attendance / Wellbeing / Behaviour /Safeguarding 

Form Tutor 

 

Miss Biggs 

Student Support 

Leader  

 

Mrs Johnson 

Student Support 

Leader 

 

Mr Cleevely 

Student Support 

Leader 

 

Mrs Porter 

Student Support 

Leader  

 

Mr Cleevely (11H/11R) 

Mrs Porter (11U/11T) 

Mrs Johnson (11N/11E) 

Student Support 

Leaders  

Mr Booth (Assistant Headteacher) - Designated Safeguarding & Mental Health Lead 

Mrs Watson (Assistant Headteacher) - Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Learning / Behaviour / Academic Progress / Standards 

Class Teacher 

Head of Curriculum Area *(see below) 

Miss Jones 

Head of Year 

Mr Holland 

Head of Year  

 

Mr Moreno 

Head of Year 

 

 

Mr Lee 

Head of Year  

 

Mr Spooner 

Head of Year  

Mr Fox (Associate 

Deputy Headteacher)/ 

Mr Doolan (Associate 

Assistant Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

Mrs Watson (Assistant Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

Mr Birley (Deputy Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

 

Mrs Gillett SENCO 
 

Mrs Jackson / Mrs Brydges Attendance Officers 
 

* Should you have a subject-related query, for example, regarding homework etc., the first point of contact 
should be the class teacher.  Listed below are the Heads of each Curriculum Area, along with the member of 
the Leadership Group responsible for each Curriculum Area, to help parents in knowing who to approach for 
assistance. 

 

Subject 

Head of Subject/Curriculum Area Senior Leader 

English Mrs C Fennelly Mr Doolan 

Mathematics Mrs Baird Mrs Watson 

Science Mr Fernandez Mr Lawn 

Geography Mr Birch Mr Doolan 

History Miss Depper Ms Woolnough 

RPE Mrs McEvoy Mr Doolan 

Technology/Art/Child Development Mr Todd Ms Woolnough 

Computer Science/ICT Mr Butler Mr Fox 

French/German/Spanish Mrs Steward Ms Woolnough 

PE/Drama/Music Mr Edwards Mr Fox 

Special Educational Needs Mrs Gillett Mr Birley 

Learning for Life  Mrs Hewes Mr Booth 

Vocational Education/Business Studies Mr Jones Mr Fox 
 



 


