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A New Dawn 
One of the many great joys of working in this profession is the opportunity for rejuvenation and renewal 
that each fresh academic year brings, a chance to reflect on the year ended and make plans for the 
months ahead.  So as the Alec Hunter community joins the world in respectfully mourning the loss of 
our longest-reigning monarch, we also look ahead to a new era under King Charles III and embrace all 
the promise that a new dawn offers. 
 
I should like to extend a hearty welcome to the Alec 
Hunter family to the parents of all Year 7 students, 
and also to our new members of staff.  We bid a fond 
farewell to a number of colleagues in July, several of 
whom had given many years of outstanding service 
to the school, encompassing periods when we were 
still striving to improve, notably Mrs Davies and also 
Mrs McEvoy, who joined the school way back in 
2004.  I must give a special mention to the ‘fantastic’ 
Mr Fox, whose supportive and dedicated presence 
on my senior team has been a constant source of 
inspiration and wise counsel over the last 11 years. 
 
It was a great delight to see so many happy faces on 
Results Day in August as we celebrated excellent 
outcomes with our young people, the first cohort to 
sit actual exams since 2019.  They really did 
themselves and the school proud, with some superb 
individual performances and we wish them well as 
they embark on their respective post-Alec journeys. 
 
The new term has also seen a few small adjustments 
to our uniform policy, and I should like to express my 
sincere gratitude for the manner in which parents 
and students have responded to these changes, 
despite some regrettable supply issues.  There is 
absolutely no doubt that Alec Hunter students are 
presenting themselves with a more appropriate and 
more professional appearance and I have received 
several positive endorsements from the local 
community to this effect.  I trust we will see these 
standards sustained as we head into the winter 
months, and I look forward to another productive 
term ahead, working in partnership with you all. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Lawn (Headteacher) 

Diary Dates  
September 2022 
21st September - Y11 Braintree Careers Fair, 
Chelmsford City Racecourse 
22nd September - Y10 Target Setting/Review 
(4.30-7pm) 
27th September - Year 11 Further Education & 
Information Evening (6-8pm) 
29th September - Y9 Target Setting/Review 
(4.30-7pm) 
October 2022 
6th October – Y8 Target Setting/Review (4.30-
7pm) 
7th October - 1.10pm finish 
8th October - Open Morning (9.30am-12.30pm) 
10th October - Non-Pupil (INSET) Day 
13th October - Y7 Parents’ Information Evening 
(7pm) 
11th-21st October - Y11 Formal Exams 
11th-21st October - Y6 Parent Tours 
20th October - Y10 Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out!’ 
Challenge 
24th-28th October - Half Term 
November 2022 
17th November - Year 12 Presentation Evening 
23rd November - Skills Day 
December 2022 
1st December - Year 10 Parents’ Evening (4.30-
7.30pm) 
6th December - Year 7 Maths & English Exams 
8th December - Year 11 Parents’ Evening (4.30-
7.30pm) 
12th-16th December - Celebration Assemblies 
15th December - Year 8 Lille Christmas Market 
Trip 
16th December - 1.10pm Close 
19th Dec -3rd January – Christmas Holidays 
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Global MFL Poetry 
Competition 
In April, students from Years 7-10 were invited to 
enter "Poésíæ 2022", a Global Modern Foreign 
Language poem recitation competition. Students 
recited a poem in either French, Spanish or 
German and submitted their recording to their 
languages teacher. The top entries were then 
submitted into a global competition to compete 
against schools from around the world. Despite 
not going on to win the global competition, the 
MFL Department was extremely impressed with 
the pronunciation, intonation and delivery of the 
entries received and the students enjoyed the 
opportunity to show off their reading and 
speaking skills in a creative way! Well done to all 
those who took part. 
 
The students who participated were Holly 
Ashley 7U, Sam Boyd 7T, Kotryna Brown 7T, 
Ozan Bulbul 7R, Yvette Gasa 8H, Gracie 
Hogan 8L, Lochlan Hyslop 8A, Thomas King 8R, 
Zoe Marsh 8E, Aidan Trew 8L, Michael 
Viknius 8T, Finley Brown 9H, Annie Gill 9E, 
Grace Leigh 9T, Aimee Malas 9T, Gabriela 
Rusu 9U, Alfie Tayler 9U, Razvan Bulancea 10N,  
Natalia-Marta Jednaszewska 10E, Grace 
Hardison Taylor 10H, Lexi Old 10R and Ellis 
Twydell 10N  
 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aerial Dance Competition 
Report by Harmony West, 9N 

I am 14 years old, and I do Aerial Fitness.  I train over 8 hours a week and I have entered many different 
competitions - the South-West Championships, UK Aerials and ‘Be You’ Competition being the main 
ones.  I recently won the regional heat for Aerial Sling and on 27th August, I came third in the final of the 
UK Aerial Performance Championships. The competition was held at Russells International Circus, where 
I performed inside the traditional circus Big Top. It was a fantastic ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ opportunity. 
 

      



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

District Sports 

On Wednesday 15th June, Alec Hunter attended the first District Sports in 3 years! Over 70 pupils 
participated in various athletics events at Tabor athletics track. The weather was very warm which made 
the distance events harder than usual, but our pupils tried their best and there were some fantastic 
performances across the age groups. Well done to everyone involved and especially to the team 
manager, Miss Jones, as she completed more laps of the track than anyone else making sure pupils 
were motivated whilst completing their events! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Individual Performances 
Year 7 
Xander Holmes: 2nd in 100m and joint 
1st in High Jump 
Farrien Brown: 1st in 200m and 1st in 
Discus 
Holly Hunter: 2nd in Long Jump 
Year 8/9 
James Becker: 2nd in 100m 
 

 

Liam Dow: 2nd in 200m 
Charlie Bell: 3rd in 800m 
Kyro Kerry-Andrews: 2nd in Long Jump 
Lincoln Green: 2nd in Javelin 
Madeleine Mackrill: 1st in 100m 
Esmee Reeve: 3rd in 200m 
Holly Heighes: 3rd in 1500m 
Tegan Mortier: joint 3rd in High Jump 
 
Year 10/11 
Kobi Babet: 3rd in Hurdles 
Logan Green: 1st in 200m 
Stanley Lewin: 1st in 300m 
Jamie Ashall: 3rd in 800m 
Ethan Scherer: 2nd in Discus 
Elena Peralta-Simmons: 2nd in 200m 
Jesica Downer: 1st in 800m 
Kathleen Steel: 2nd in High Jump 
Alannah Power: 3rd in Shot Putt 
Lexi Old: 3rd in Discus 
 

 

Overall Results 
Year 7 Girls – 2nd Place 
Year 8/9 Girls – 3rd Place 
Year 10/11 Boys – 1st Place 
Year 10/11 Girls – 3rd Place 
Year 7 Girls’ Relay team - joint 1st Place  
Year 8/9 Girls’ Relay – 1st Place 
Year 8/9 Boys’ Relay – 3rd Place 
Year 10/11 Girls’ Relay – 1st Place  
Year 10/11 Boys’ Relay - 1st Place 

Student Absence: Please remember to report any student absence via: 

Tel: 01376 559356 / Text: 07598 393348 / Email: JJackson@alechunter.com.  

Headteacher’s Surgery: Mr Lawn will be available from 3:30-4:30pm every Thursday to 

meet with parents and discuss any issues they may wish to raise.  No appointment is required, as 
parents will be seen in the order they arrive, but if you wish to book a specific time, please contact 
the school office. 
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Brilliant Club 2021-22 Graduation 

 
During the Spring Term, a group of Alec Hunter students attended seven in-school tutorials to emulate 
university learning conditions, giving them a chance to challenge their critical thinking and develop their 
communication skills. Between tutorials, students were set homework and independent research to 
complete. At the end of the tutorials, they were given a deadline to draft a Final Assignment of 2000 
words which was then marked to university grading criteria. The title of the task was: ‘Livin’ la Vida 
Vota’: to understand how and why Hispanics of all national origins in the United States vote the way 
they do, and to see which party they choose to vote for – a challenging yet interesting topic.  
 
On Tuesday 17th May, the students attended a graduation ceremony at SOAS, University of London. 
Students took part in an information, advice and guidance session followed by a tour of the campus led 
by student ambassadors. Congratulations to all the students for working so hard on this project and for 
achieving such impressive results! 
 
Well done to Harvey Asplin, Michael Cole, Phoebe Evans, Kiprian Garnett, Poppy Keeble, Kyro Kerry-
Andrews, Bradley Paxton, Alfie Pinder, Megan Walker and Millie Whitfield. 
 

 

Essex Schools County Athletics  
On Saturday 11th June, Mr Edwards attended the Essex Schools County Athletics event at the Athletics 
Stadium in Melbourne, Chelmsford to watch our students compete.  Year 10 student Elena Peralta-
Simmons came 6th, while Year 11 student Cara Duncan coped well in extreme heat to qualify for the 
final and came 4th (by 1/100th of a second!). Year 10 student Logan Green came 8th in his heat, beating 
his personal best.  Year 8 student James Price competed against Year 9 students and came 8th in his heat 
and Lincoln Green, Year 9, came 6th with a 30m javelin throw. Congratulations to all the students who 
took part. 
 

 

 

New Library Books 
Sophie Ryan, 8U won the Jack Petchey 
Award last term and used her prize 
money to purchase a range of new 
books for the school library. Thank 
you, Sophie, lots of students will 
benefit from this for many years to 
come. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Awards Evening 2022 
On Thursday 23rd June, we held our annual 
Awards Evening, recognising students’ successes. 
Parents, staff and governors were in attendance 
and the evening’s celebrations included musical 
interludes from Katie Fehrenbach and Oliver 
Prendi. There was also a talk from author Philip 
Berners, an ex-student of Alec Hunter who now 
teaches Events Management following a stellar 
career in staging high-profile global events. 
A total of 122 students were awarded with 
certificates and badges to mark their success in 
either subject-specific achievement or progress 
across the curriculum and it was with great pride 
that we watched our students collect these 
awards. Two students from each year group also 
received the Extra Mile Award for demonstrating 
an exceptional attitude and consistently being a 
role model for other students. Congratulations to 
all the winners on their achievements. 
 
 English  

Year 7 Nathan Clarke 

Year 8 Daisy Borrett 

Year 9 Finley Brown 

Year 10 Thomas Bagwell 

 Maths  

Year 7 Oliver Jacob 

Year 8 Esmee Reeve 

Year 9 Hollie Heighes 

Year 10 Callum Hall 

 Science  

Year 7 Robert Badea 

Year 8 Michael Viknius 

Year 9 Jake Sulman 

 Biology  

Year 10 Ben Thompson 

 Chemistry  

Year 10 Thomas Waller 

 Physics  

Year 10 Ellen Richardson 

 Geography  

Year 7 Molly Lawrence 

Year 8 Charlie Money 

Year 9 Annie Gill 

Year 10 Ethan Scherer 

 History  

Year 7 Liam Hurst 

Year 8 Tegan Whittaker 

Year 9 Katie Nyemba 

Year 10 Ellie Phillips 

 RPE  

Year 7 Max Komor 

Year 8 Grace Rice 

Year 9 Nat Coburn 

Year 10 Kobi Babet 

 French  

Year 8 Millie-Mae Williams 

Year 9 Aimee Malas 

Year 10 Grace Hardison Taylor 

 German  

Year 7 Spencer Aslett 

Year 8 Xanthe Hopkins 

Year 9 Zoe Eldridge 

Year 10 Caitlin Ryan 

 Spanish  

Year 8 Jack Stares 

Year 9 Abigail Brown 

Year 10 Razvan Bulancea 

 Computer Science  

Year 7 Abi Robbins 

Year 8 Timothy Garnett 

Year 9 Taylor Brooks 

Year 10 Howard Hurrell 

 Creative I.T.  

Year 10 Bradley Paxton 



 P.E.  

Year 7 Lily Heighes 

Year 8 Faye Wood 

Year 9 Harmony West 

 GCSE P.E.  

Year 10 Kathleen Steel 

 Vocational Sport  

Year 10 Alfred Snell 

 Drama  

Year 7 Ethan Kemp 

Year 8 Zoe Marsh 

Year 9 Alfie Knowles 

Year 10 Scarlett Enderson 

 Music  

Year 7 Katie Fehrenbach 

Year 8 Oliver Prendi 

Year 9 Alexandru Bulz 

Year 10 Kelly Gilbert 

 Art  

Year 7 Charlie Lay 

Year 8 Ella Ouwehand 

Year 9 Gionna Daley 

Year 10 Lucia Cammarata 

 Technology  

Year 7 Ava Crysell 

Year 8 Holly Taylor-Murfet 

Year 9 Poppy Keeble 

 Applied Engineering  

Year 10 Madeleine Wilson 

 Graphic Products 

Year 10 Phoebe Wright 

 Food Preparation & Nutrition  

Year 10 Ashleigh Todd 

 Hospitality & Catering  

Year 10 Isabelle Cobbold 

 Child Development  

Year 10 Bree Nelson 

 Business & Enterprise 

(Vocational)  

Year 10 Caden Wicks 

 Event Operations (Vocational)  

Year 10 Sasha-Jo Porter 

 Citizenship  

Year 10 Drew Stanborough 

 Learning for Life 

Year 7 Lucia Roberts 

Year 8 Thomas King 

Year 9 Gabriela Rusu 

Year 10 Amelia Porebska 

 

Progress Prize Winners - Year 8 

Joshua Chappell Logan Collins 

Isabella Draper Marian Fakande  

Emily Gardiner Timothy Garnett  

Evie-Mae Gladwell  Darcy Hales 

Gracie Hogan Sarah Igbokwe 

Finley Joyce Tilly Kelly 

Alfie Malyon Toby Mayes 

Charlie Money Bridget Phoenix Todd 

James Price Esmee Reeve 

Grace Rice Logan Rogers 

Jack Stares Grace Stevens 

Lacie Thompson Luke Tuttlebury 

Tegan Whittaker Millie-Mae Williams 



Progress Prize Winners - Year 9 

Flynn Brignull Finley Brown 

Libby Charles Tori Clark 

Zoe Eldridge Francesca Hall 

Ruby Hallett Joshua Jarvis 

Henry Jones Constanca Kruszewski 

Daniel Locke Aimee Malas 

Harry McNeilage Isla Mitchell 

Kiera Mitson Jessica Pigeon 

Ryan Sabzabadi Jake Sulman 

Alfie Tayler Taylan Yildirim 

Progress Prize Winners - Year 10  

Kobi Babet Thomas Bagwell 

Grace Campbell Isabelle Cobbold 

Katherine Garnham Henry Gould 

Callum Hall Ollie Higgins 

Ben Hunter Howard Hurrell 

Thomas Macken Molly McLean 

Jacob Mills Bree Nelson 

Amelia Porebska Ellen Richardson 

Ashleigh Todd Thomas Waller 

Phoebe Wright Bella Young 
 

Extra Mile Winners 

Year 7  Year 8 

Amber Guilder  Grace Southgate 

Lawrence Donovan  Timothy Garnett 

Year 9  Year 10 

Abigail Brown  Lexi Old 

Charley Marriott  Henry Gould 

 

Staffing Updates 
We bid a sad farewell to a number of colleagues 
at the end of the term and would like to take this 
opportunity to wish them the very best of luck in 
the future and thank them for all they have done 
at Alec Hunter. 
 

Mr Fox Associate Deputy Headteacher   

Mr Butler Head of Computer Science & ICT 

Mrs Davies Head of Performing Arts 

Mrs McEvoy Head of RPE 

Mrs Chapman Deputy Science Lead 

Mrs Jeggo Associate Assistant Science Lead 

Miss Pepper Teacher of RPE 

Miss Biggs  Student Support Leader 

Mrs Nutt 
Senior Student Development 

Assistant 

Miss Salmon  Student Development Assistant 

Miss Hatton Student Development Assistant 

 

Year 10 Gridserve Trip 
On Friday 17th June and Tuesday 12th July, Year 
10 Engineering students visited Gridserve 
Braintree, in Great Notley. Braintree is home to 
the first Gridserve all-electrical charging 
forecourt in the UK and Alec Hunter students 
were given a guided tour of the facility. They 
were shown the different types of charging 
facilities on offer and took part in design 
activities for future electric-powered vehicles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 10 Hospitality & Catering - Cooking with Mr Lawn 

On 8th July, Mr Lawn was asked to share his love of cooking with the Year 10 Hospitality & Catering 
students and lead a food preparation demonstration with the class. The students all worked hard and 

produced a delicious dish of Paprika Pork with Parmentier Potatoes and a Chorizo Salad. 
  



Skills Day 

On 14th July, it was great to see the return of our summer Skills Day, with each of our year groups 
involved in exciting activities in areas beyond our normal timetable.  

Year 7 students all took part in an educational workshop around Knife Crime as well as various 

practical Science classes and numerous PE skills classes. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Year 8 students visited Colchester Zoo and completed a Maths Challenge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 9 students took part in creative workshops in the Technology department as well as creative 

team building games. Some students also visited the Tate Modern Art Gallery in London. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 10 students visited the University of Essex campus 

and participated in five interactive sessions which were 

designed to give students a broader understanding of Higher 

Education. 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



LINE MANAGEMENT FROM SEPTEMBER 2022 
 
 

 
 

Please find below our line management arrangements for students. The first point of contact for enquiries should be 
your child’s tutor and then their Student Support Leader or Head of Year depending on the nature of your query. 

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

Attendance / Wellbeing / Behaviour /Safeguarding 

Form Tutor 

Mrs Weaver 

Student Support 

Leader 

Ms Swindale 

Student Support 

Leader 

Mrs Johnson/ 

Mrs Willing (Wed) 

Student Support 

Leaders 

Mr Cleevely 

Student Support 

Leader 

Mrs Porter 

Student Support 

Leader 

Mr Booth (Assistant Headteacher) - Designated Safeguarding & Mental Health Lead 

Mrs Watson (Assistant Headteacher) - Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Learning / Behaviour / Academic Progress / Standards 

Class Teacher 

Head of Curriculum Area *(see below) 

Mr Spooner 

Head of Year 7 

Miss Jones / Miss 

McKinnon (Fri) 

Head of Year 8  

 

Mr Holland 

Head of Year 9 

 

 

Mr Moreno 

Head of Year 10  

 

Mr Lee 

Head of Year 11 

Mr Doolan (Associate 

Assistant Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

Mrs Watson (Assistant Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

Mr Birley (Deputy Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

 

Mrs Gillett SENCO 
 

Mrs Jackson / Mrs Brydges Attendance Officers 

 

* Should you have a subject-related query, for example, regarding homework etc., the first point of contact should 
be the class teacher.  Listed below are the Heads of each Curriculum Area, along with the member of the Leadership 
Group responsible for each Curriculum Area, to help parents in knowing who to approach for assistance. 

 

Subject 

Head of Subject/Curriculum Area Senior Leader 

English Mrs Fennelly Mrs Harold 

Mathematics Mrs Baird Mrs Harold 

Science Mr Fernandez Mr Lawn 

Geography Mr Birch Mr Doolan 

History Miss Depper Ms Woolnough 

Religion, Philosophy & Ethics Mr David Mr Doolan 

Technology/Child Development Mr Todd Ms Woolnough 

French/German/Spanish Mrs Steward Ms Woolnough 

Vocational Education/Computer Science/ICT Miss Judson Mr Jones 

Physical Education Mr Edwards Ms Woolnough 

Performing Arts Mrs Green Mrs Watson 

Art Mrs De Kadar Mrs Harold 

Special Educational Needs Mrs Gillett Mr Birley 

Learning for Life  Mrs Hewes Mr Booth 
 



 
 
 



 


