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Welcome Back! 
Welcome back to a new term, with the promise 
of warmer weather and brighter days ahead.  
The Spring Term was somewhat extraordinary, 
with the ongoing industrial action creating some 
unusual circumstances for us to manage, so it 
has been a while since we published a copy of 
the Herald.  However, I am keen to celebrate a 
number of great achievements and events, even 
though some took place a little while ago, so you 
will find details of them in this edition.  We will 
then aim to publish a further issue in the near 
future, covering some more recent activities. 
 
I often draw attention to Year 11 in my editorial, 
since they frequently dominate our thoughts, 
especially at this point.  This year is no different, 
and we will shortly be sharing our plans with 
parents, highlighting the pre-exam sessions and 
revision inputs which we trust will ensure that 
they are fully briefed and well prepared for all 
the challenges that lie ahead.  With Art exams, 
MFL speaking tests and PE practicals taking place 
in the next few weeks, there is no escaping the 
fact that the exam season is effectively already 
under way, so I’m sure you would join me in 
wishing all our youngsters the very best of luck. 
 
But on this occasion, I also wanted to give a 
special mention to Year 7.  I am hearing so many 
positive comments from colleagues about their 
excellent attitude to learning and their compliant 
behaviour both in and out of the classroom, 
evidenced by the very low number of incidents 
involving Year 7 students.  My own visits to 
lessons completely endorse this view.  Not every 
cohort embraces our ethos and expectations 
quite as readily, so I wanted to publicly recognise 
their efforts and send a message of thanks to the 
whole year group for making such an impressive 
start to their Alec Hunter journey.   
 
Best wishes to everyone for the term ahead, 
 
Mr Lawn (Headteacher) 

Diary Dates  

 
April 2023 
3rd -14th April – Easter Holidays 
17th April – Year 10 Music National Youth 
Orchestra performance at Saffron Hall 
19th April – Jack Petchey Awards Evening 
20th April – 4.30pm-7.30pm Year 8 Parents’ 
Evening 
24th April-5th May – Year 10 Formal Exams 
24th April – Year 9 HPV 2 vaccinations 
25th April – Year 9 HPV 2 vaccinations 
25th April – GCSE PE Moderation Day 
27th April – NEU Industrial Action Day 
29th April – England v France Women’s Rugby 
Twickenham Stadium trip 
 
May 2023 

1st May – Bank Holiday 

2nd May – NEU Industrial Action Day 

4th May – 4.30pm-7.30pm Year 7 Parents’ 

Evening 

8th May – Bank Holiday 

9th-12th May – Year 11 MFL Speaking Exams 

15th-19th May – Year 8 In-Class Exam Week 

29th May-2nd June – Half Term 

June 2023 

5th-9th June – Year 7 In-Class Exam Week 

11th-14th June – Year 9 Paris Residential trip 

14th June – Year 10 Parents’ Information 

Evening: Further/Higher Education 

15th June – District Athletics Event 

19th-23rd – Year 9 Exam Week 

20th June – Year 8 HPV 1 vaccinations 

21st June – Mid Essex Schools Council ‘United 

in Diversity’ Event 

22nd June – Year 8 HPV 1 vaccinations 

24th-25th June – Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh 

expedition 

28th June – Year 11 Exam Contingency Day 

29th June – Year 6 Parents’ Meeting 
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New Term, New Book! 
Some new titles have appeared in the Library 
following some great suggestions from students. 
The English department asked students which 
books they would like to see added to the 
shelves of the library – and these are just some 
of the most popular ones. 
 

 
 

 
 

Year 7 Castle Competition  
In December, Year 7 students were challenged to 
get creative whilst also showing off what they 
have been learning in History about the purpose 
and development of castles in England. Students 
were invited to design a historically accurate 
castle and were encouraged to use reusable and 
recyclable materials within their design. There 
were a great variety of entries that included 

castles made from boxes, Lego, food containers 
and even built with games such as Minecraft. On 
Friday 6th January, Humanities teachers as well 
as previous winners of the competition all voted 
for their favourite and the results were as 
follows: 
1st Place – Isabelle McNamara (Hawking House) 
2nd Place – Alfie Hudson (Curie House) 
3rd Place – Joshua Lawrence (Hawking House) 

 
Congratulations to Isabelle, the judges said her 
design was not only historically accurate but that 
she also put great emphasis on using reused and 
recycled materials. Isabelle received 100 House 
Points and a family ticket to Hedingham Castle, 
which the museum kindly donated.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Place 

2nd Place 

3rd Place 



Chef of the Month 
January’s Chef of the Month award has been 

presented to two Year 10 students, Ben 

Vanstone and Lewis Gostling. Both students 

made a delicious Vanilla Gateau, adorned with  

chocolate decorations. They made their cakes 

using the creaming method, then decorated it 

with fresh whipped cream. As well as applying 

the cream round the edge of the cake and rolling 

it in their chosen decoration, the students 

practiced their piping skills when finishing the 

top of the cakes. Both students worked 

efficiently and willingly helped other students 

with their clearing up, so are very deserving of 

the Chef of the Month award! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Carers Bronze Award 
In January, Alec 
Hunter Academy 
was proud to 
receive the 
Bronze Young 
Carers Award 
from the 
Children’s 
Society. This is in 
recognition of the 
work we do to 
raise the profile 
of Young Carers 
and acknowledge 
the challenges 
they face. Our long-term goal is to be fully aware 
of all Young Carers at the academy and to offer 
them the support they need in order to thrive in 
their education.  
The Young Carers Bronze Award endorses our 
work, as well as helping Young Carers and their 
parents to recognise their own role and the 
support that is available to them. We are proud 
to work alongside Essex Youth Services in 
seeking to provide the best for all of our young 
people.  

 

What is a Young Carer? 
Young Carers can have many demands on 
their time so at Alec Hunter we seek to 
minimise the impact this might have on their 
education and in their wider life. 
Young Carers might include those who fulfil 
some of the following: 

• Sorting out medication or treatment. 

• Looking after brothers or sisters. 

• Supporting someone physically, like 
helping them get out of bed. 

• Supporting someone emotionally, like 
listening to someone who is upset. 

• Helping someone to communicate. 
If you feel that you need support please 
contact Mr Doolan, Associate Assistant 
Headteacher, on the dedicated Young Carers 
email: youngcarers@alechunter.com 
 
Any information you give will be treated 
sensitively and will not be shared without your 
knowledge. 
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Year 10 Food Preparation & Nutrition Workshop 
On Wednesday 14th December, our Year 10 Food Preparation & Nutrition students made alternative 

Christmas cakes as part of an online workshop led by Nanny Dawn, a celebrity baker with whom the students 

had worked previously.  Students made various frosted firs, leaves and edible berries as well as piped 

chocolate words such as ‘Christmas’, ‘Winter’ and ‘Joy. They then used buttercream to cover a Madeira cake. 



 
 

Headteacher’s Surgery: Mr Lawn will be 

available from 3:30-4:30pm every Thursday to 
meet with parents and discuss any issues they may 
wish to raise.  No appointment is required, as 
parents will be seen in the order they arrive, but if 
you wish to book a specific time, please contact the 
school office. 

Student Absence: Please remember to report 

any student absence via: 
Tel: 01376 559356 / Text: 07598 393348 / Email: 
JJackson@alechunter.com.  

Contact Details: Please remember to contact 

us via Admin@alechunter.com if you change your 
telephone number or email address to ensure your 
contact details are kept up to date.  

 

 

Winter Concert 
On 15th December, the Winter Concert took place in the Main Hall, showcasing our students’ vocal and 
musical talents. Well done to all the students who took part in this wonderful evening: Harry Stiff, Jack 
Stiff, Oliver Prendi , Xanthe Hopkins, Thomas King, Max Sweeting, Henry Greatbatch, George 
Thomason, Poppy Smith, Rose Handrea, Oliver Phillips, Sydnie Garforth, Amelia McKenzie-Carter, Zane 
Miller, Leo Babet, Tia Love, Jake Sulman, Robert Badea, Poppy Harris, Sofia Minervini, Abigail Hodgson, 
Katie Morris, Sophia Tyler-Holman, Ellie-Mae Watts, Ellie Smith, Lucy Jenkins, Leah Rushworth, Demi 
Digby, Ruby Baker, Maisey Cooper, Jersey Callcut-Hannaford, Heather Hart, Jodie Shipton, Leland 
Osborne, Maisie Baker, Hanna Radomska, Lily Ager, Dylan Pritchard and Charley Marriott.  

www.alechunter.org 
Our school website is full of lots of useful 
information. Click the links below to view 
the following resources: 

• Term Dates  

• Exam Dates and Timetables 

• School Calendar 

• Information about our 
Curriculum 

• Suggested Reading Lists and 
Resources 

• Extra-Curricular Activities and 
Clubs 

• Careers Education Information 
Advice & Guidance (CEIAG) 

• Safeguarding Resources 
 

mailto:JJackson@alechunter.com
https://www.alechunter.org/contact-us/parents/school-uniform/term-dates
https://www.alechunter.org/contact-us/parents/school-uniform/term-dates/letters/sen/parentpay/safeguarding-information/equality-act/pupil-premium/parent-evening-system/exams
https://www.alechunter.org/school-calendar
https://www.alechunter.org/contact-us/parents/school-uniform/term-dates/letters/sen/parentpay/safeguarding-information/equality-act/pupil-premium/parent-evening-system/pastoral-care/year-group-contacts/curriculum-area-contacts/absence-reporting/school-life/new-page
https://www.alechunter.org/contact-us/parents/school-uniform/term-dates/letters/sen/parentpay/safeguarding-information/equality-act/pupil-premium/parent-evening-system/pastoral-care/year-group-contacts/curriculum-area-contacts/absence-reporting/school-life/new-page
https://www.alechunter.org/page/?title=READING&pid=106
https://www.alechunter.org/page/?title=READING&pid=106
https://www.alechunter.org/page/?title=EXTRA%2DCURRICULAR+ACTIVITIES&pid=28
https://www.alechunter.org/page/?title=EXTRA%2DCURRICULAR+ACTIVITIES&pid=28
https://www.alechunter.org/school-life/stay-safe-inc-online-and-telephone-support-for-emotional-/-physical-wellbeing
https://www.alechunter.org/school-life/stay-safe-inc-online-and-telephone-support-for-emotional-/-physical-wellbeing
https://www.alechunter.org/safeguarding/safeguarding/new-page/new-page


Skills Day 

On the 23rd November, it was Skills Day and each of our year groups was involved in exciting activities 
that took place outside our normal curriculum. 

Year 7 students all took part in a team-building activity day at Thriftwood Activity Centre in 

Brentwood. Students were given the opportunity to experience wall climbing, pedal cars and the zip 
wire.  

Year 8 students were involved in an educational workshop about Fire Safety as well as taking part 

in a Debating Class. They also had an introduction to British Sign Language and enjoyed a talk from the 
Essex Police around safety. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 9 students enjoyed a day of Technology, ICT and Science sessions. This included planning 

healthy dish ideas for the school café, designing a health & fitness app and creating packaging using CAD 
technology. They also took part in a Science workshop exploring aeroplane design. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
Year 10 students took part in maths-based sessions entitled ‘Maths In Everyday Life’, where they 

had a chance to enjoy Orienteering, a PE Obstacle course and a PE Heart Rate Activity. They also 
participated in an Engineering Workshop run by Ford. This involved learning about manufacturing with 
Stickle Bricks and practical tasks that taught the students about building, quality control and costings. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 11 students took part in a workshop hosted by the Guardian newspaper and were taught 

journalistic skills to help them to write a newspaper report. They were shown how to gather details and 
background about a news story, as well as working on research skills and taking quotes. Students were 
put into teams and were tasked with designing a newspaper front cover and writing an article. The 
workshop was hosted by Gurds Hundal, a former journalist and author.  Meanwhile, Year 11 Art 
students visited the Tate Modern in London as part of their GCSE studies. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

For more photographs of Skills Day, please visit the News Stories page on our website by clicking 

here. 

https://www.alechunter.org/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=25


Lille Christmas Market Trip 

On Thursday 15th December, some Year 8 students travelled to Lille to visit the Christmas Market for the 
day. Travelling by coach and ferry, students and staff practised their French language buying gifts and 
food. All the students had a great experience, were very well behaved and were a credit to the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



LINE MANAGEMENT FROM SEPTEMBER 2023 
 
 

 
 

Please find below our line management arrangements for students. The first point of contact for enquiries should be 
your child’s tutor and then their Student Support Leader or Head of Year depending on the nature of your query. 

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

Attendance / Wellbeing / Behaviour /Safeguarding 

Form Tutor 

Mrs Weaver 

Student Support 

Leader 

Ms Swindale 

Student Support 

Leader 

Mrs Johnson/ 

Mrs Willing (Wed) 

Student Support 

Leaders 

Mr Cleevely 

Student Support 

Leader 

Mrs Porter 

Student Support 

Leader 

Mr Booth (Assistant Headteacher) - Designated Safeguarding & Mental Health Lead 

Mrs Watson (Assistant Headteacher) - Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Learning / Behaviour / Academic Progress / Standards 

Class Teacher 

Head of Curriculum Area *(see below) 

Mr Spooner 

Head of Year 7 

Miss Jones / Miss 

McKinnon (Fri) 

Head of Year 8  

 

Mr Holland 

Head of Year 9 

 

 

Mr Moreno 

Head of Year 10  

 

Mr Lee 

Head of Year 11 

Mr Doolan (Associate 

Assistant Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

Mrs Watson (Assistant Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

Mr Birley (Deputy Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

 

Mrs Gillett SENCO 
 

Mrs Jackson / Mrs Holmes Home-School Attendance Officers 

 

* Should you have a subject-related query, for example, regarding homework etc., the first point of contact should 
be the class teacher.  Listed below are the Heads of each Curriculum Area, along with the member of the Leadership 
Group responsible for each Curriculum Area, to help parents in knowing who to approach for assistance. 

 

Subject 

Head of Subject/Curriculum Area Senior Leader 

English Mrs Fennelly Mrs Harold 

Mathematics Mrs Baird Mrs Harold 

Science Mr Fernandez Mr Lawn 

Geography Mr Birch Mr Doolan 

History Miss Depper Ms Woolnough 

Religion, Philosophy & Ethics Mr David Mr Doolan 

Technology/Child Development Mr Todd Ms Woolnough 

French/German/Spanish Mrs Steward Ms Woolnough 

Vocational Education/Computer Science/ICT Miss Judson Mr Jones 

Physical Education Mr Edwards Ms Woolnough 

Performing Arts Mrs Green Mrs Watson 

Art Mrs De Kadar Mrs Harold 

Special Educational Needs Mrs Gillett Mr Birley 

Learning for Life  Mrs Hewes Mr Booth 
 



 
 
 



 


