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Approaching the end of what always seems a
very long term, | am pleased to share with you
some of the amazing things that have been
happening at Alec Hunter Academy in recent
times. As it has been a while since we last
published a copy of thelerald this edition has
a2YSGUKAY3 2F || WwSO@OASs
with accounts of events stretching back over the
past three terms. It makes me very proud to see
our youngsters engaging in suckvale range of
activities, extending their skills, broadeningeth
horizons and enriching their cultural capital. Of
course, this is very often thanks to the staff who
devise, plan and deliver these opportunities and |
am so grateful to them for doing so.

| should particularly like to extend a warm
welcome to those parents who are new to the
schoolcommunity, with sons or daughters

having joined Year 7 in Septembeitrust this
issue will give you a flavour of the kinds of
experiences that lie in wait for your child on their
journey with us. Just this week;ongratulated
them intheir first Celebration Assembly for
making such an excellent start at AHA, since they
seem to have adapted very quickly to our
routines, expectationand systemsand have a
great attitude to learning

| also wanted to thank all parents and carers for
supporting our strategies to reduce student
absence this term. Our attendance figures are
currently above both national and local averages
whichis most encouraging. As omessages
often state higher attendance leads to greater
progress and better outcomeso | am sure we
will see our students reaping threwards of

these improvements ithe yearsto come

| should like taclose bywishingall members of
the AHA community a restful break, a Merry
Christmas and a successful year in 2024.

Mr Lawn (Headteacher)
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January 2024

4" January First Day of Term

11" Januaryg, SFNJ o tF NByGacg
15" ¢ 17" January Yearl1 GCSE Music
Recordings

19" Januarny Year 11 Photos

239 January; 11B Geography Urban Fieldwork
trip to Braintree Village

250 Januaryg, SN mm tF NBy Gz
26M Januaryg Year 10 Poetry Live in Cambridg
29" Januaryg 11D Geography Urban Fieldwork
trip to Braintree Village

30" January; 11A Geography Urban Fieldwork
trip to Braintree Village

30" January Jack Petchey Awards Evening

February 2024

2"d Februaryg 11C Geography Urban Fieldwor
trip to Braintree Village

9 Februaryg Year 10 Apprenticeship
Information Event at Colchester Institute
(Braintree Campus)

12" Februaryg P1-P5 Dress Rehearsal for
ShoolProductionof Wa | G A f R Q
12 13" and 14" Februaryg Performances of

{ OK22f t NBPRdzQpm2y 27F
151 ¢ 17" Februaryg Valencialrip

17" ¢ 25" Februaryg Ski Trip to Italy

19" ¢ 239 February HALF TERM

26™ Februaryg Year9 Diphtheria, Tetanus &
Polio & Meningitisraccination

March 2024

50 March¢D/ { 9
Theatre Trip
7"Marchg, SIFNJ 17 t I NByGaQ
11t ¢ 15" March¢ Year 11 Formal Speaking
Exams

15" March¢ Year 10 BTEC Dance Move It! EX
Excel London
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On 19" April 2023, Alec Hunter Academy hosted Jac"(?@ﬂ@_hg}f/ /
the Braintree Jack PetchéchievementAwards Founda‘t|on

at whichsome of ourstudents along with inspire « Motivate = Achieve

students from other schoolsyere honoured.

The Jack Petchey Award Scheme is a reward and
recognition initiative which enables schools and
youth organisations to celebrate the
achievements of their young people and receive
additional fundingCongratulations toCharlie

Lay, Kye Brackell, Felicity Bowden, Esmee
Chudasama, Gracie Hogan, Annie Lack, Henry
Poole, Ola Lys and Sophie Rya@ho were each
presented with theirmward, following a
nominationby a member of staffEach winner
received a grant of £30@ndwas able tadecide
how this moneywvould bespentin school
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Two of our studentsAmelia Md<enzie-Carter
andZane Millerprovided musical performances
for the evening and later received a certificate of
recognition and a voucher from Mr Layto

thank them fortheir contribution tothe evening.

BRAINTREE
19TH APRIL

Jack i
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On 27" April, superstarpublic spe&er Annie Gill
0KS WwWI O]
Challenge Regional Final at New Rickstones

LISNF2NXYSR |

Academy and eaed a welldeserved 3! place
for Alec Hunter. The Jack PetchBpeak OuR

Challenge is open to Year 10 students who take
part in a free workshop that focuses on teaching

the skills to speak more confidently in public.

Following the workshop, selected students
deliver their inspiring, thoughprovoking and
uplifting speeches ia competitionformat in

front of a large audience aralpanel of judges.

Well done Annig on a great performande

N “SPEALYS
A
Speakers )(

......
JackPetchey, 2
Foundation 4 ¢

Joch Petchey's

OF KR enitiénger
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On Saturday 29 April, Mr Edwards took
students to watch théengland vs France

2 2 Y S wiRNationsnatchat Twickenham. A
world-recordcrowd 0f58,498peoplesaw the
oy 3t yR 22YSyQa
secure the Grand Slarand our students were
delighted to be part of the day!
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Our remaining INSET Day for this academic )jl
will be onThursday & February 2024Staff

will be using this time to devise teaching
strategies with colleagues in line with the new
School Improvement Plan, as well as working
on their individualdevelopment priorities,
defined through our Teaching, Learning &
Curriculum Excellence programm8tudents
will not be required to attend on this day
unless invited to come in for a specific reason

| S RS OK SN will{
be available from 3:3@:30pm every Thursday
to meet with parents and discuss any issues
they may wish to raise. Nappointment is
required, as parents will be seen in the order
they arrive, but if you wish to book a specific
time, please contact the school office.

Student AbsencePlease remember tc
report any student absence via:

Tel: 01376 559356 /Text: 07598 393348 /
Email:JJackson@alechunter.com
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Last term another group of keen Germanists On 17" January 2023he school raised742.84
took part in thePen Pal letter exchange with our ~ for Comic Relief througstudentdonations for a
partner school, IGS Aurich. They are exchanging non-uniform day. Our IT apprenticeMr Smith,
letters (and sweets!) with their German pen pals Very generously offered to have his hesitaved
once every halferm. Over one lunch break, our  for charity and raisedrether £108.67 soa
students’met" their German Pen Pals virtually fantastictotal of £851.51wasdonated to avery
through a Zoom call; they introduced themselves worthy cause

in German and then asked and answered
questions about their interests: the discussion
ranged from the subjects they learn at school to
the football teams they all supptr

T e

OnFriday 1% November2023 we held a non
uniform dayandraised a fantastidotal of
£861.30

Halfof this money will be donated to BBC
Children in Need andalf will be divided
betweenour four house charities, which are
NSPCC (Attenborough House)

British Heart Foundation (Curie Holise
Cancer Research (Gandhi House)
Children with CancgHawking House)

& children
&Pin Need
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On28" March, it was Skills Day and each of our year grougsimvolved in exciting activities that took
placebeyondour normal curriculum

Year 7 studentsok part ina technology8 S & A 3y A ¥ Jday. ¥hese Begsibiss vér€based
I NP dzy R { KBIR RAZ02 A 2 §& 2afdindladedypBdidtriicifoR @esigning promotional
posters and programngcreating computer games based on Alice in Wonderlandmaking tarts and
cakes for a tea partyEach group rotated and covered three of the sessions.

Year 8 studentsvere involved in #E and Performing Arts day, with activities including Street
Dance, Physical Theatre, Ultimate Frisbee and Flag Football. They also had a chanagamihar
sportswith sessions in Kabaddiek Takrawand Spikeball
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Year 10 student§ 221 LI NI Ay Y201 AYGSNBASSsE | yR |
bring acopy of their CV to the mock interviews, that took place wittunteers fromlocal businesses
including:Braintree McDonal®, NHS, HSBC, Essex Highways, Make Happen, Colchester Institute,
Braintree District CouncjINexus Tamdown, Andersdfroperty Developersand the Department for
Work & PensionsSessions were also held to help students improve their interview skills and identify
transferable skills fotheir future, as well asvorking on their communication and critical thinkirsgills

to helpincrease their confidence.

Year 11 studentsno are studyindrrenchhad the opportunity to visit St Omer and try out
their language skills whilst visiting the local markets and food shops.

1

RemainingYear 11 student®ok part in Science and Maths revisisessionsincluding some
Wo i Ol LIStyleckaleNg@sto help them to prepare for the forthcoming GCSEs
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From 12'-14" July,44 students from Year 8
travelledto Aachen in GermanyStudentsand

staff enjoyed visiting theathedral,museum the

Aquis Plaza centreéhe Lindt chocolate outlet
storeand the Aachen Treasury. On the way home
the coach stopped at Dreilanderpunkthe point
wherethe borders ofGermany, Belgium and the
Netherlands meet.
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From 11"-14" June 202333 studentsfrom Year 9
travelled to Paris and stayed at the B&B Hotel in
Disneyland Paris. As well as spending the day in
Disneyland, students also explored Pagigoying
a tour of Montmartre and the Latin Quarter as
well as visiting the Eiffel Tower and taking a boat
trip along theRver Seine.
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On Tuesday November, we were visited by
Julie Taylor and the school was given a Bleed
/| 2y GNRBE YAGIEZ AY YSY2NE

Taylor, issued by the Daniel Baird Foundation and

funded by the Lions Club, Braintree.

Julie has worked tirelessly since lggandson was
fatally stabbed in Writtle, Chelmsford, in January
2020, to deliver Bleed Control Kits to a number of
establishments including schools, pubs and clubs
across the county. In addition to this, Julie has
addressed many audiences on knife crinnel ghe
terrible impact of carrying knives.

Each Bleed Control Kit costs £102 and they were
invented by the mother of Daniel Baird who was
fatally stabbed in 2017 in Birmingham. Itis
important to point out that the Bleed Control Kit
can be used in the event of any incident that
causes extensive é&ding and this includes
trauma from accidental injuries caused by broken
glass or a road traffic accident, for examptiere

at Alec Hunter Academy, we are proud to accept
delivery of the Bleed Control Kahd whist we

hope neverto need to use it, it iseassuring to
know that we have a kit on siteThe kitisalso
available to the public to use during school
operating hours and is located in theain
reception.

Above, &ft to right: Julie Taylor, Jill Cochrane and
Lyndsey DixorBarrell, with photos of Ashley
Wadsworth and Liam Taylor
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Or18" lystydents.and stpfattenged the,
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Chelmsford Sciena® Engineering Society’ STEM %

Awards at the Anglia Ruskin University. Alec $
Hunter entered two Year 10 teams and were P
delighted that both receivedccolade® ¢ K S 2 A

team of Ruby Arnold, Libby Charles and Hollie
LavertyNS OSA SR WwSO23ayAdA
/| SNIAFAOI 1Sax flGsr®h G KS
Cornwell and Alex Richeson the CSES Concept
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Last term 12 students took part in the Scholars
Programme, run by the Brilliant Club. This is a
programme designed to support students to
develop skills and knowledge to make ambitious
and successful applications to universities, should
they wishto doso. The programme also helped
nurture strongacademiaesearchskills to support
their day-to-dayschoolwork. Students worked
with a PhD researcher on a universstyle

module that is pitched at auitable levehndis
designed teenhancetheir written and verbal
communication, critical thinking and
metacognition through exciting curricular content.
The students studied@he Living and the Dead in
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Medieval Englad and attended a graduation
SPSyid Fd / KNRAadoQa / 2ff

The students who took pawere Timothy

Garnett, Jack Markin, Grace Rice, Oliver Simpsor
Grace Southgate, Jay Curl, Oliver Trebicki,
Harmony West, Annie Gill, Alexa Rodrigues, Ben
Collierand Sanija AththanayakeCongratulations
to all students for working so hard on their
projects and for achieving such impressive results
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On Sunday 1 November our two Senior

Student Leaders joined Mr Lawn to attend the
Royal British Legion Remembrance Service at
Braintree & Bocking Public Gardens. The school
was honoured to lay a wreath at the war
memorial as part of the ceremony, in honour of al
those who hae given their lives in conflict.
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On Saturday 28 June Y9 students started the
expedition section of the Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze award. This involved map reading,
navigating, cooking their own meals and setting
up their own camp for the overnight staysunday
involved packing away and carrying all of their
equipment for the next walking sectiorDver the
weekend the students all covered over 30km in
30-degree heat! The students were excellent, and
every one of thenpassed this section of the
award. Students now have to continue to
complete their volunteering, physical addarn a
new skil{kectiorsto receive theoverallaward.
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ngkandThis yearhe scored a hatrick in the
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On 18" June we took over 90 students to Tabor
Athletics Track to take part in the annual District
Athletics event.This is where 12 different schools
in the NorthWest Essex area, come together to
compete. As you can guesthere is some strong
opposition but our pupils performed admirably
and weachieved some great results.

Very special congratulations go §ames Becker
who ran the 100m in 11.12 secon@s re has
only recently joined Braintree Athletic3ub.
Overal| Alec Huntercame % out of the entire
District, which was a fantastic result.

1 Year10/11 boys finished in second plabg

only 1point.
1 Year 10/11 girls finished in second place.
1 Year 7 girls finished third place.
{[LRNI& ! gl NRA

OnThursday 19 October, we held our Sports
AwardsBvening celebrating individual sporting
achievements and recognising students who are
involvedin after-school club®r membersof

school teams. This year we were delighted to
welcomeAdam Lionego help present the awards.
Adam is from Esseand is annternational

Partially Sighted Futsal player who represents
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Cup Finalharrowly losing out to Ukraine-4
3. His previous successes include: 2023 FA
Disability Cup Winner anglD22/23 Golden Boot
Winnerin the England Partially Sighted League.
Outside of sporthe is a TV producer with notable
productions, such as Usyk v Joshua and the Beiji
Winter Olympics 202Ze gave a highly
inspirational speech to our students, and it was a
pleasure to welcome him to the school.
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Congratulations to Callum and Mione Biss who
have both beerawarded theirblack belt in Karate.
Both students have attended the Braintree
Shdokan Karate Club for 5 years, working hard
and achieving their grading belts along the way.
Well done to both students for thismazing
achievement.

H/THDO
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We wereheartened to hear of a recent incident
involving Elizabeth Griffi) one ofour Year 11
students On herjourneyto schoo) Elizabeth
discovered a lady who had fallamd suffered a
head injury. She calmballed amlambulance and
sat with the lady untilt arrived.Shefetcheda
ofFyl1Sd 7TNRY tokéeShetfwame Q
and gavehe relevant informatiorclearlyto the
ambulance crew whethey arrived.We received
two reports frommembers of the publipraising

9f AT Iconfpdskirésd maturity, saying she
was a credit to both her family and the school.
Well done Elizabeth It is always a delight tbe
informedwhen our students act with kindness
and compassion in the community.
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