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aŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΗ 
Approaching the end of what always seems a 
very long term, I am pleased to share with you 
some of the amazing things that have been 
happening at Alec Hunter Academy in recent 
times.  As it has been a while since we last 
published a copy of the Herald, this edition has 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ΨwŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΩ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ 
with accounts of events stretching back over the 
past three terms.  It makes me very proud to see 
our youngsters engaging in such a wide range of 
activities, extending their skills, broadening their 
horizons and enriching their cultural capital.  Of 
course, this is very often thanks to the staff who 
devise, plan and deliver these opportunities and I 
am so grateful to them for doing so. 
 
I should particularly like to extend a warm 
welcome to those parents who are new to the 
school community, with sons or daughters 
having joined Year 7 in September.  I trust this 
issue will give you a flavour of the kinds of 
experiences that lie in wait for your child on their 
journey with us.  Just this week, I congratulated 
them in their first Celebration Assembly for 
making such an excellent start at AHA, since they 
seem to have adapted very quickly to our 
routines, expectations and systems, and have a 
great attitude to learning.   
 
I also wanted to thank all parents and carers for 
supporting our strategies to reduce student 
absence this term.  Our attendance figures are 
currently above both national and local averages, 
which is most encouraging.   As our messages 
often state, higher attendance leads to greater 
progress and better outcomes, so I am sure we 
will see our students reaping the rewards of 
these improvements in the years to come. 
 
I should like to close by wishing all members of 
the AHA community a restful break, a Merry 
Christmas and a successful year in 2024. 
 
Mr Lawn (Headteacher) 

5ƛŀǊȅ 5ŀǘŜǎ  
 

January 2024 

4th January ς First Day of Term 

11th January ς ̧ ŜŀǊ ф tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ 

15th ς 17th January ς Year 11 GCSE Music 

Recordings 

19th January ς Year 11 Photos 

23rd January ς 11B Geography Urban Fieldwork 

trip to Braintree Village 

25th January ς ̧ ŜŀǊ мм tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ 

26th January ς Year 10 Poetry Live in Cambridge 

29th January ς 11D Geography Urban Fieldwork 

trip to Braintree Village 

30th January ς 11A Geography Urban Fieldwork 

trip to Braintree Village 

30th January ς Jack Petchey Awards Evening 
 

February 2024 

2nd February ς 11C Geography Urban Fieldwork 

trip to Braintree Village 

9th February ς Year 10 Apprenticeship 

Information Event at Colchester Institute 

(Braintree Campus) 

12th February ς P1-P5 Dress Rehearsal for 

School Production of ΨaŀǘƛƭŘŀΩ 

12th, 13th and 14th February ς Performances of 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨaŀǘƛƭŘŀΩ, 7pm 

15th ς 17th February ς Valencia Trip 

17th ς 25th February ς Ski Trip to Italy 

19th ς 23rd February HALF TERM 

26th February ς Year 9 Diphtheria, Tetanus & 

Polio & Meningitis vaccination  
 

March 2024 

5th March ς D/{9 5ǊŀƳŀ Ψ²ƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ .ƭŀŎƪΩ 

Theatre Trip 

7th March ς ̧ ŜŀǊ т tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ 

11th ς 15th March ς Year 11 Formal Speaking 

Exams 

15th March ς Year 10 BTEC Dance Move It! Expo, 

Excel London 

http://www.alechunter.com/


WŀŎƪ tŜǘŎƘŜȅ !ǿŀǊŘǎ  
On 19th April 2023, Alec Hunter Academy hosted 
the Braintree Jack Petchey Achievement Awards 
at which some of our students, along with 
students from other schools, were honoured. 
The Jack Petchey Award Scheme is a reward and 
recognition initiative which enables schools and 
youth organisations to celebrate the 
achievements of their young people and receive 
additional funding. Congratulations to Charlie 
Lay, Kye Brackell, Felicity Bowden, Esmee 
Chudasama, Gracie Hogan, Annie Lack, Henry 
Poole, Ola Lys and Sophie Ryan who were each 
presented with their award, following a 
nomination by a member of staff. Each winner 
received a grant of £300 and was able to decide 
how this money would be spent in school. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Two of our students, Amelia McKenzie-Carter 
and Zane Miller provided musical performances 
for the evening and later received a certificate of 
recognition and a voucher from Mr Lawn, to 
thank them for their contribution to the evening.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



WŀŎƪ tŜǘŎƘŜȅ {ǇŜŀƪ hǳǘ 
/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 
On 27th April, superstar public speaker Annie Gill 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ WŀŎƪ tŜǘŎƘŜȅ Ψ{ǇŜŀƪ hǳǘΩ 

Challenge Regional Final at New Rickstones 

Academy and earned a well-deserved 3rd place 

for Alec Hunter. The Jack Petchey ΨSpeak OutΩ 

Challenge is open to Year 10 students who take 

part in a free workshop that focuses on teaching 

the skills to speak more confidently in public. 

Following the workshop, selected students 

deliver their inspiring, thought-provoking and 

uplifting speeches in a competition format in 

front of a large audience and a panel of judges. 

Well done, Annie, on a great performance! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

t9 wŜǿŀǊŘǎ ¢ǊƛǇ 

On Saturday 29th April, Mr Edwards took 
students to watch the England vs France 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Six Nations match at Twickenham. A 
world-record crowd of 58,498 people saw the 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ōŜŀǘ CǊŀƴŎŜ оу-33 to 
secure the Grand Slam, and our students were 
delighted to be part of the day! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

IŜŀŘǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ {ǳǊƎŜǊȅΥ Mr Lawn will 

be available from 3:30-4:30pm every Thursday 
to meet with parents and discuss any issues 
they may wish to raise.  No appointment is 
required, as parents will be seen in the order 
they arrive, but if you wish to book a specific 
time, please contact the school office. 

Student Absence: Please remember to 

report any student absence via: 
Tel: 01376 559356 / Text: 07598 393348 / 
Email: JJackson@alechunter.com.  

 

 

Our remaining INSET Day for this academic year 

will be on Thursday 8th February 2024. Staff 

will be using this time to devise teaching 

strategies with colleagues in line with the new 

School Improvement Plan, as well as working 

on their individual development priorities, 

defined through our Teaching, Learning & 

Curriculum Excellence programme.  Students 

will not be required to attend on this day 

unless invited to come in for a specific reason. 

 

 

mailto:JJackson@alechunter.com


DŜǊƳŀƴ tŜƴ tŀƭǎ 

Last term, another group of keen Germanists 

took part in the Pen Pal letter exchange with our 

partner school, IGS Aurich. They are exchanging 

letters (and sweets!) with their German pen pals 

once every half-term. Over one lunch break, our 

students "met" their German Pen Pals virtually 

through a Zoom call; they introduced themselves 

in German and then asked and answered 

questions about their interests: the discussion 

ranged from the subjects they learn at school to 

the football teams they all support!   

 

 

 

 

 

CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ Cǳƴ 
On 17th January 2023, the school raised £742.84 
for Comic Relief through student donations for a 
non-uniform day.  Our IT apprentice, Mr Smith, 
very generously offered to have his head shaved 
for charity and raised another £108.67, so a 
fantastic total of £851.51 was donated to a very 
worthy cause. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday 17th November 2023, we held a non-
uniform day and raised a fantastic total of 
£861.30! 
 
Half of this money will be donated to BBC 
Children in Need and half will be divided 
between our four house charities, which are:  
NSPCC (Attenborough House) 
British Heart Foundation (Curie House) 
Cancer Research (Gandhi House) 
Children with Cancer (Hawking House) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



{ƪƛƭƭǎ 5ŀȅ ς aŀǊŎƘ нлно 

On 28th March, it was Skills Day and each of our year groups was involved in exciting activities that took 
place beyond our normal curriculum.  

 

Year 7 students took part in a technology Ψ5ŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘΩ day. These sessions were based 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘΩ and included prop construction, designing promotional 
posters and programmes, creating computer games based on Alice in Wonderland and making tarts and 
cakes for a tea party.  Each group rotated and covered three of the sessions. 
 

   
 

   
 

Year 8 students were involved in a PE and Performing Arts day, with activities including Street 

Dance, Physical Theatre, Ultimate Frisbee and Flag Football. They also had a chance to try unfamiliar 
sports with sessions in Kabaddi, Sepak Takraw, and Spikeball. 
 

   
 



   
 

   
 

Year 9 students enjoyed a day at the Imperial War Museum at Duxford. 

 

    
 

                                       



Year 10 students ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƳƻŎƪ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ψ/ŀǊŜŜǊǎ wŜŀŘȅΩ ŘŀȅΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ 
bring a copy of their CV to the mock interviews, that took place with volunteers from local businesses 
including: Braintree McDonaldΩs, NHS, HSBC, Essex Highways, Make Happen, Colchester Institute, 
Braintree District Council, Nexus Tamdown, Anderson Property Developers and the Department for 
Work & Pensions. Sessions were also held to help students improve their interview skills and identify 
transferable skills for their future, as well as working on their communication and critical thinking skills 
to help increase their confidence. 
 

   

 

Year 11 students who are studying French had the opportunity to visit St Omer and try out 

their language skills whilst visiting the local markets and food shops. 
 

   

 
Remaining Year 11 students took part in Science and Maths revision sessions, including some 

Ψ9ǎŎŀǇŜ wƻƻƳΩ-style challenges, to help them to prepare for the forthcoming GCSEs.  
 

   



¢ǊƛǇ ǘƻ !ŀŎƘŜƴΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ 
From 12th-14th July, 44 students from Year 8 
travelled to Aachen in Germany.  Students and 
staff enjoyed visiting the cathedral, museum, the 
Aquis Plaza centre, the Lindt chocolate outlet 
store and the Aachen Treasury. On the way home 
the coach stopped at Dreilanderpunkt ς the point 
where the borders of Germany, Belgium and the 
Netherlands meet.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

tŀǊƛǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ нлно  
From 11th-14th June 2023, 33 students from Year 9 
travelled to Paris and stayed at the B&B Hotel in 
Disneyland Paris. As well as spending the day in 
Disneyland, students also explored Paris, enjoying 
a tour of Montmartre and the Latin Quarter as 
well as visiting the Eiffel Tower and taking a boat 
trip along the River Seine. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



.ƭŜŜŘ .ŀƎ 5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
On Tuesday 14th November, we were visited by 

Julie Taylor and the school was given a Bleed 

/ƻƴǘǊƻƭ YƛǘΣ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ WǳƭƛŜΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ [ƛŀƳ 

Taylor, issued by the Daniel Baird Foundation and 

funded by the Lions Club, Braintree. 

 

Julie has worked tirelessly since her grandson was 

fatally stabbed in Writtle, Chelmsford, in January 

2020, to deliver Bleed Control Kits to a number of 

establishments including schools, pubs and clubs 

across the county.  In addition to this, Julie has 

addressed many audiences on knife crime and the 

terrible impact of carrying knives. 

 

Each Bleed Control Kit costs £102 and they were 

invented by the mother of Daniel Baird who was 

fatally stabbed in 2017 in Birmingham.  It is 

important to point out that the Bleed Control Kit 

can be used in the event of any incident that 

causes extensive bleeding and this includes 

trauma from accidental injuries caused by broken 

glass or a road traffic accident, for example. Here 

at Alec Hunter Academy, we are proud to accept 

delivery of the Bleed Control Kit and whilst we 

hope never to need to use it, it is reassuring to 

know that we have a kit on site.  The kit is also 

available to the public to use during school 

operating hours and is located in the main 

reception.   

 

Above, left to right: Julie Taylor, Jill Cochrane and 

Lyndsey Dixon-Barrell, with photos of Ashley 

Wadsworth and Liam Taylor. 

{¢9a !ǿŀǊŘǎ ŀǘ !ƴƎƭƛŀ 
wǳǎƪƛƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
On 18th July, students and staff attended the 

Chelmsford Science & Engineering Society STEM 

Awards at the Anglia Ruskin University. Alec 

Hunter entered two Year 10 teams and were 

delighted that both received accoladesΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ 

team of Ruby Arnold, Libby Charles and Hollie 

Laverty ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ΨwŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ 

/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎΩ ǘŜŀƳ ƻf Gareth 

Cornwell and Alex Riches won the CSES Concept 

5ŜǎƛƎƴ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ψ{ŎƻƻǇ 5ŀŘŘȅΩ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ 

 

 



 

 

.Ǌƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ /ƭǳō wŜǎǳƭǘǎ 
Last term, 12 students took part in the Scholars 

Programme, run by the Brilliant Club. This is a 

programme designed to support students to 

develop skills and knowledge to make ambitious 

and successful applications to universities, should 

they wish to do so.  The programme also helped 

nurture strong academic research skills to support 

their day-to-day schoolwork. Students worked 

with a PhD researcher on a university-style 

module that is pitched at a suitable level and is 

designed to enhance their written and verbal 

communication, critical thinking and 

metacognition through exciting curricular content. 

The students studied The Living and the Dead in 

Medieval England and attended a graduation 

ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΦ 

The students who took part were Timothy 

Garnett, Jack Markin, Grace Rice, Oliver Simpson, 

Grace Southgate, Jay Curl, Oliver Trebicki, 

Harmony West, Annie Gill, Alexa Rodrigues, Ben 

Collier and Sanija Aththanayake. Congratulations 

to all students for working so hard on their 

projects and for achieving such impressive results.  

 

wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ  
 

 
 

On Sunday 12th November, our two Senior 

Student Leaders joined Mr Lawn to attend the 

Royal British Legion Remembrance Service at 

Braintree & Bocking Public Gardens. The school 

was honoured to lay a wreath at the war 

memorial as part of the ceremony, in honour of all 

those who have given their lives in conflict. 



5ǳƪŜ ƻŦ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ .ǊƻƴȊŜ 
!ǿŀǊŘ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ 
On Saturday 24th June, Y9 students started the 

expedition section of their Duke of Edinburgh 

Bronze award. This involved map reading, 

navigating, cooking their own meals and setting 

up their own camp for the overnight stay.  Sunday 

involved packing away and carrying all of their 

equipment for the next walking section.  Over the 

weekend, the students all covered over 30km in 

30-degree heat!  The students were excellent, and 

every one of them passed this section of the 

award. Students now have to continue to 

complete their volunteering, physical and Ψlearn a 

new skillΩ sections to receive the overall award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ {ǇƻǊǘǎ 
 

 
 

On 15th June, we took over 90 students to Tabor 

Athletics Track to take part in the annual District 

Athletics event.  This is where 12 different schools 

in the North-West Essex area, come together to 

compete.  As you can guess, there is some strong 

opposition, but our pupils performed admirably 

and we achieved some great results. 

Very special congratulations go to James Becker 

who ran the 100m in 11.12 seconds, as he has 

only recently joined Braintree Athletics Club. 

Overall, Alec Hunter came 3rd out of the entire 

District, which was a fantastic result. 

¶ Year 10/11 boys finished in second place by 

only 1 point. 

¶ Year 10/11 girls finished in second place. 

¶ Year 7 girls finished in third place. 

{ǇƻǊǘǎ !ǿŀǊŘǎ нлно 

 
 

On Thursday 19th October, we held our Sports 
Awards Evening, celebrating individual sporting 
achievements and recognising students who are 
involved in after-school clubs or members of 
school teams. This year we were delighted to 
welcome Adam Lione to help present the awards. 
Adam is from Essex and is an international 
Partially Sighted Futsal player who represents 

England. This year, he scored a hat-trick in the 
World Cup Final, narrowly losing out to Ukraine 4-
3. His previous successes include: 2023 FA 
Disability Cup Winner and 2022/23 Golden Boot 
Winner in the England Partially Sighted League. 
Outside of sport, he is a TV producer with notable 
productions, such as Usyk v Joshua and the Beijing 
Winter Olympics 2022. He gave a highly 
inspirational speech to our students, and it was a 
pleasure to welcome him to the school. 
 

YŀǊŀǘŜ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
Congratulations to Callum and Mione Biss who 

have both been awarded their black belt in Karate. 

Both students have attended the Braintree 

Shotokan Karate Club for 5 years, working hard 

and achieving their grading belts along the way.  

Well done to both students for this amazing 

achievement. 

 

!ƴ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ YƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ 
We were heartened to hear of a recent incident 

involving Elizabeth Griffiths, one of our Year 11 

students. On her journey to school, Elizabeth 

discovered a lady who had fallen and suffered a 

head injury. She calmly called an ambulance and 

sat with the lady until it arrived. She fetched a 

ōƭŀƴƪŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ to keep her warm 

and gave the relevant information clearly to the 

ambulance crew when they arrived. We received 

two reports from members of the public praising 

9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ composure and maturity, saying she 

was a credit to both her family and the school. 

Well done, Elizabeth!  It is always a delight to be 

informed when our students act with kindness 

and compassion in the community. 


