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Season’s Greetings! 

As this term draws to a close and we look forward to a 
restful Christmas break, it is a delight to reflect on 
another successful year for Alec Hunter.  This issue of 
the Herald is packed with stories of achievement, of 
endeavour and of our youngsters enjoying wonderful 
experiences that will live long in their memories. 
 
The term began with 217 new students joining Year 7 
and if, as a parent or carer, you are new to the Alec 
Hunter community, may I extend a warm welcome and 
hope that your child has had a fabulous start to their 
AHA journey.  All the evidence suggests that they are a 
lovely year group who are already demonstrating just 
the qualities that we seek to promote in our school. 
 
Of course, we were also celebrating a record-breaking 
performance from our Year 11 leavers.  Their -0.1 
Progress 8 score was a new high for the school and 
with 70% gaining a Grade 4 or better in both English 
and Maths (45% Grade 5 or better), they exceeded 
previous bests in these measures too, if we exclude the 
post-Covid years when grade boundaries were relaxed.  
It really was an outstanding effort and placed Alec 
Hunter firmly in the top 2 places of all local schools 
across every performance category.  Our Presentation 
Evening in November (details below) was a joyous 
event as always and it gave us the chance to recognise 
their individual and collective achievements. 
 
With so many cultural, sporting and academic events 
taking place in recent months, it seems almost unfair 
to highlight one in particular, but the Year 9 Music 
Project with Afrik Bawantu, made possible through the 
generous support of Saffron Hall, was such a unique 
opportunity that it deserves a special mention.  Seeing 
our young people grow in confidence as they worked 
together across the 3 days of the residency was a true 
pleasure and I am sure that this will be something that 
all those involved talk about for many years to come. 
 
I should like to thank all our families for your support, 
kindness and understanding throughout 2024.  We are 
so grateful for your commitment to working in 
partnership with us and I should like to wish our 
students, staff, parents and governors a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy, prosperous New Year. 
 
Mr Lawn (Headteacher) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diary Dates Jan-March 2025 
 

January 2025 
6th January – Return to school 
13th-14th January – Year 11 GCSE Music Recording 
Days 
17th January – Year 11 School Photographs 
20th January – 3-4pm: SENCo Surgery 
22nd January – 7pm: Jack Petchey Celebration 
Evening  
23rd January – 4.30-7.30pm: Year 8 Parents’ Evening  
 
February 2025 
5th February – Year 10 ‘Made in Braintree’ 
competition (Braintree Village) 
6th February – Year 10 Apprenticeship Information 
Event (Colchester Institute Braintree Campus) 
6th February – 4.30-7.30pm: Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
12th February – 2-3pm, SENCo Surgery 
17th – 21st February – HALF TERM 
27th February – 4.30-6.30pm: Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
(HUNT) 
28th February – Year 8 IET Faraday Challenge 
(SWCHS) 
 
March 2025 
3rd March – P1-P5 Rehearsal for School Musical 
3rd March – 7pm: School Musical - ‘Oliver! Jnr’ 
4th March – 7pm: School Musical - ‘Oliver! Jnr’ 
4th March – Year 10 T&T trip to Warner Bros Studio 
Tour/The Making of Harry Potter 
5th March – 7pm: School Musical - ‘Oliver! Jnr’ 
3rd-7th March – Year 11 Formal Speaking Exam Week 
6th March – 4.30-7.30pm: Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
(ERAL) 
10th March – 3-4pm: SENCo Surgery 
12th March – Year 10 Made in Braintree Competition 
Final (Braintree Village) 
13th March – 6pm: Iceland Trip Parent Info Evening 
19th March – Year 8/9/10 School Photographs 
20th March – 4.30-7.30pm: Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
21st March – 2-3pm: Y8/9 SEND Family Forum 
26th March – Year 9 Diphtheria, Tetanus & Polio and 
Meningitis vaccinations  
28th March – Year 9 Diphtheria, Tetanus & Polio and 
Meningitis vaccinations  
 

http://www.alechunter.com/


Arsenal FC Academy 

On 14th October, our Year 10 Sports & Coaching 
Principles students visited Hale End Training Facility, 
the home of Arsenal FC Academy. The trip gave the 
students the opportunity to observe coaching 
principles in an elite environment, take part in a Q&A 
with the club’s coaches and tour the amazing facilities 
at the academy training ground. The students were 
thrilled to also meet Josh Nichols, who has recently 
made his first team debut at Arsenal FC and ran into 
Arsenal and England's Raheem Sterling who kindly 
posed for a photo with the group! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tesco Stronger Starts 

A big thank you to all our parents and members of the 
school community who voted for Alec Hunter with 
their 'blue chips' in the Tesco Stronger Starts scheme 
this year. The grant we have received has been used to 
purchase new equipment for students to use in their 
Food Preparation & Nutrition lessons. The new 
equipment includes mincers, pasta makers and 
thermostatically controlled deep fat fryers, as well as a 
selection of new knives including specialist filleting and 
boning knives to help KS4 students master this skill. 
 

 
 

Piano Perfection 
On 12th December, Hayley Maginn and Sharon 
Varughese, both in Year 8, completed the Beginners 
Book 1 of their piano journey. Sharon and Hayley have 
been playing since June 2024 and have one lesson a 
week.  The course introduces students to many skills, 
including reading and playing melodies with both 
hands, playing with expression such as 'louds' and 
'softs', learning how to read chords and then playing 
hands together.  There are three beginner books 
altogether before the students start learning for their 
graded exam pieces.  Well done to both of them! 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tesco?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUKzLGR7-EsSMp_mosCQrW1wmaYjtBvfh0DKlt674yO273vZvZmpdo9RDSUI0H3Kz0NIWBWyLcPnffxCGZr4gLsC9Ah-EPlBurzOjKutmhZzDKixJ1cLIaIVM4OtvIXBcB_VticKrkzXFb8bjqlUWXbFAb7ao2vJpYvXtopAIHwZBioM19C89YixHBAw2ApNUJYqSVaovKwQyalHWAeXYlr&__tn__=-%5dK-R


‘Talk The Talk’ Workshop 
On 1st October, Talk The Talk, in partnership with The 
Jack Petchey Foundation, were in school to deliver their 
‘Talk About Transition’ workshop to a group of year 7 
students. Talk The Talk’s mission is to develop students’ 
self-confidence and resilience through activities that 
encourage them to speak with confidence, engage their 
audience and step out of their comfort zones. Working 
within small groups, students were given a platform to 
share their thoughts about starting secondary school 
and to set themselves goals for the year ahead. They 
were asked to identify what they saw as the 
opportunities and challenges facing them, before 
suggesting the means to embrace and overcome them. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Netball Fixtures 
On 4th December, our Year 7 team played Honywood 
School. Final score 7-7. 
 

 

 
On 11th November, our Year 8/9 team played Maltings 
Academy. Final score 16-5 to Alec Hunter. 
 

 
 

On 27th November, our Year 10 team played Honywood 
School. Final score 17-12 to Alec Hunter. 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/talkthetalkUK?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUyLwPbNGBr3DcOYexYGBpZkL08wNwzdHpxfkUWw9_4YD2UXGGIbnKfmHdap66WcAF93cj2qY1NaHKgOemMpBMlYINzYoAgBbBDDUtCs595xo4T1nyXuz7OGv9Tff54Ntao-8MFA7JClr2NpUYJrdeCiUmYcuXjfbPWQ8tuEPcYsLcXQ1WtS1WhjfFbdbkcVdLZMNBNWuKzZk3okL83lR1e&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

European Languages Poster - House Competition 

Students were invited to choose a European country and design a poster to give information to visitors 
about what they might want to see and do there. The winners of the competition were as follows: 1st Place: 
David Ciobanu 8E (Attenborough House), 2nd Place: Oscar Watson 7L (Hawking House), 3rd Place: Poppy 
Twin 9L (Hawking House). Each entrant and all winners will be awarded points for their House.  
 

 

 

Student Absence: Please remember to report any student absence via: 

Tel: 01376 559356 / Text: 07598 393348 / Email: jjackson@alechunter.com.  

Headteacher’s Surgery: Mr Lawn will be available from 3:30-4:30pm every Thursday to meet with 

parents and discuss any issues they may wish to raise.  No appointment is required, as parents will be seen in 
the order they arrive, but if you wish to book a specific time, please contact the school office. 

Contact Details: Please remember to contact us via Admin@alechunter.com if you change your 

telephone number or email address to ensure your contact details are kept up to date.  

 

mailto:jjackson@alechunter.com


Afrik Bawantu Music Project 
In November, a group of Year 9 students took part in a 
music workshop with the Afrik Bawantu band. Students 
worked off timetable for 3 days to create new music 
with the band and then performed this music to parents 
and carers on stage at an evening performance. The 
Afrik Bawantu band, which is led by Afla Sackey, 
consists of five musicians. Afla is a percussionist, singer 
and composer; he is originally from Ghana and has lived 
in London for many years. The music he makes 
combines the traditional rhythms of Africa with 
influences from jazz, funk and other styles.  The band 
have performed at concerts and festivals all over the 
world, including sets at Glastonbury. 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Pumpkin Carving Contest 
October saw the launch of the House Pumpkin Carving 
Competition. We received entries across all year groups 
and each Head of House picked their favourite to go 
head-to-head in the final. We asked our Facebook 
community to vote for the pumpkin they preferred, and 
the winner was Maisie Cooper who won 100 House 
points for Attenborough House. Congratulations to all 
the finalists who also win points for their respective 
Houses: 2nd Place Indiana Vota (Gandhi House); 3rd 
Place Elliott Whittaker (Curie House) and 4th Place 
Finley Quarrie-Daly (Hawking House). 
 

 
 
(Above, 1st Place. Below 2nd Place. Bottom left, 3rd Place. 
Bottom right, 4th Place) 
 

 
 

   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Young Geographer of the Year Poster Competition 
Students were invited to design a poster for the Young Geographer of the Year Competition 2024 and win House 

Points for their efforts. Our winners were: Year 7 - Darcie Webster (Attenborough House); Year 8 - Havilah Abraham 
(Ghandi House); Year 9 - Chloe Phillips (Curie House); Overall winner (below) - Harry Murr (Hawking House)  

Year 7 Textiles work 
Students in the 7ER3 Technology class have been working on some beautiful wall hangings in their Textiles class 

this term. The students designed the wall hangings to reflect their chosen country. 



Remembrance Day 
Four Year 10 students were chosen to represent the 
school at the Western Front Association (WFA) 
Commemoration Event at the Cenotaph in London on 
Monday 11th November. Here they describe their 
experience: 
 
‘I was extremely grateful to represent my school on 
Remembrance Day at the Cenotaph and thought the 
service was a heartfelt remembrance of those who 
served in the Great War. It’s hard to comprehend the 
atmosphere of that day but it was breathtaking with the 
bagpipes playing and the speeches given to remember 
the soldiers who fought for the life we have today.’ 
Emma Collier, 10U  
 
‘My favourite part of the day was the walk to the 
Cenotaph and seeing all the people wearing their 
medals with pride, I couldn’t believe it when the public 
were all crowded round the barriers and watching the 
service that I was a part of!’ Olivia Green, 10T 
 
‘Visiting the Cenotaph was amazing and exciting 
especially as it was my first time being there. When we 
walked to the parade, I felt a sense of importance and I 
felt honoured to be able to be a part of it.’ Mercy 
Adesina, 10T 
 
‘I enjoyed the trip, and I was happy I could pay my 
respects at the Cenotaph. I enjoyed seeing all the 
tradition that goes into the Remembrance event.’ 
Stanley Croft, 10A  
 

 

On Sunday 10th November our two Year 11 Senior 
Student Leaders, Adanna Ewunonu and Tim Garnett, 
joined Mr Pennington to attend the Royal British Legion 
Remembrance Service at Braintree & Bocking Public 
Gardens. The school was honoured to lay a wreath at 
the war memorial as part of the ceremony, in honour of 
all those who have given their lives in conflict. 
 

 

Ski Trip 2024 

Back in February, forty students and staff travelled to 
Trevisio, Italy to spend 5 days skiing. Tarvisio, is an ideal 
setting for beginner and intermediate level skiers and 
since the resort has several nursery slopes, students 
were able to make rapid progress regardless of their 
starting point. Students met with local ski instructors 
and participated in a brilliant après-ski programme in 
the evenings, including a trip to a local pizzeria and an 
alpine rollercoaster. 
 

 



Skills Day – November  

On 29th November, it was Skills Day, and each year 
group was involved in exciting activities that took 
place outside our normal curriculum. Year 7 students 
travelled to Thriftwood Activity Centre in Brentwood 
for a day of team building and fun outdoor activities 
including axe throwing, zip lining and archery. A group 
of Year 8 students visited the Lille Christmas Markets in 
France. The rest of the year group took part in 
workshops within school, including Basic Lifesaving 
Training, a Gangs Awareness workshop and a Home 
Safety presentation by Essex Fire & Rescue. Year 9 
students took part in various Technology, Textiles and 
Science classes, whilst another group of Year 9 students 
travelled to the University of Essex to see for 
themselves what university life is like. They were taken 
on a tour of the university by student ambassadors and 
took part in a mini lecture about occupational therapy – 
as well as meeting the resident university cat! Year 10 
Business students visited Colchester Zoo to experience 
real world business and the rest of Year 10 travelled to 
Silverstone race track to take part in a STEM workshop 
and visit the museum. Year 11 Art students travelled to 
London to visit Tate Britain, with the rest of the year 
group taking part in either an Apprenticeship Event or 
the Jack Petchey Speak Out competition. 
 

 

 
 

 

Year 7 trip to Thriftwood Activity Centre 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Year 8 training in Basic Lifesaving, a Gangs 

Awareness workshop and Home Safety 

presentation by Essex Fire & Safety 

Year 8 trip to Lille Christmas Market 

Year 9 Technology, Food, Textile and Science 

classes 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Year 9 Technology, Food, Textile and Science 

classes 

Year 9 trip to University of Essex 

Year 10 trip to Silverstone 

Year 11 Apprenticeship workshop 



 

 
 

Presentation Evening 2024 

On Thursday 21st November, we celebrated the 
academic and personal achievements of last year’s Year 
11 students at our annual Presentation Evening. Our ex-
students were able to meet up with staff and former 
classmates, catch up on progress since leaving the 
school and receive their GCSE certificates. A number of 
special awards were also presented, and these are 
sponsored by various individuals and local 
organisations. The awards recognise commitment to 
sport, academic success and outstanding contributions 
made by students in each subject area. We are 
delighted to announce our winners for 2024, as follows: 
 

Subject Awards 

English Language Aimee Malas 

English Literature Benjamin Collier 

Maths Isabel He 

Geography Finley Brown 

History Charis Waller 

RPE Annie Gill 

French Ramsahana Ramadassou 

German Phoebe Evans 

Spanish Liam Menezes 

Computer Science Sofia Minervini 

Creative IT Barash Basharan 

GCSE PE Zoe Eldridge 

PE Vocational Jake Bunting 

Combined Science Madeleine Mackrill 

Biology Benjamin Davey 

Chemistry Hollie Heighes 

Physics Charley Marriott 

Drama Jessica Pigeon 

Music Joshua Roberts 

Art Sanija Aththanayake 

Applied Engineering Alexander Riches 

Graphics  Francesca Hall 

Textiles Ace Clark 

Child Development Harmony West 

Hospitality & Catering Jessie Skelt 

Food Prep & Nutrition Ava Bell 

Business & Enterprise Emma Kohn 

Travel & Tourism Kiera Mitson 
 

100% Attendance in Year 11 
 

Miracle Adesina 

Barash Basharan 

Isobel Cochrane 

Benjamin Collier 

Jack Down 

Francesca Hall 

Ellis Hearnah 

Hollie Heighes 

Layla Humm 

Charley Marriott 

Isla Mitchell 

Dylan Morgan 

Vural Mustafa 

Jayden Nichols 

Jessica Pigeon 

Daniel Pirie 

Joshua Roberts 

Luke Roberts 

Liam Stares 
 

100% Attendance over 5 Years 

Harley Brand 

Alfie Pinder 
 

Thank you to our sponsors: 
Great Bradfords FC 

Laura Hardison Taylor 
Mrs Lynn Jefferis, Mini First Aid 

Mr Richard Hunter 
McDonald’s Restaurants Ltd, Braintree 

Mr Simon McElrea & Family 
MAG London Stansted Airport 

Mr Stephen Wyatt 
 

 

 

Year 11 Art trip to Tate Britain 



 

  



  

World Challenge 2024 - 
Malaysia 

In August, a small group of Year 9 and 10 students 
visited Malaysia with World Challenge. The 13-night 
trip included a visit to Kuala Lumpur and Malacca, as 
well as giving the students the opportunity to 
contribute to a marine conservation project, learning 
about hawksbill turtles. The students went on night 
patrols, helped collect data, joined beach cleanups 
and built turtle hatcheries. The group were delighted 
to actually witness a turtle come ashore and lay her 
eggs one night. They then undertook a 2-day trek in 
the Tasik Chini wetlands – a network of freshwater 
lakes, plantations and jungles. Students stayed in a 
mixture of hostels, guesthouses and tented 
accommodation and experienced Malaysian markets, 
culture, cuisine and cheeky monkeys! 



 

Valencia Trip 

Earlier this year, a group of Year 10 and 11 students travelled to Valencia. They visited various historical sites 
including La Lonja de la Seda (The Silk Exchange), the Oceanographic Aquarium and the Science Museum; as well 
as taking part in a workshop learning to cook paella. The trip gave students a chance to experience a different 
culture and the opportunity to use their language skills whilst eating, shopping and sightseeing around town.  

For more photographs of school events and trip , please visit our Gallery page on the website. 

https://www.alechunter.org/gallery/?pid=3&gcatid=4
https://www.alechunter.org/gallery/?pid=3&gcatid=4


LINE MANAGEMENT FROM SEPTEMBER 2024 
 
 

 
 

Please find below our line management arrangements for students. The first point of contact for enquiries should be 
your child’s tutor and then their Student Support Leader or Head of Year depending on the nature of your query. 

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

Attendance / Wellbeing / Behaviour /Safeguarding 

Form Tutor 

 

Mr Cleevely 

Student Support 

Leader 
 

Mrs Willing 

Student Support 

Leader 

Mrs Weaver 

Student Support 

Leader 

Ms Swindale 

Student Support 

Leaders 

Mrs Johnson/ 

Mrs Porter (Wed) 

Student Support 

Leader 

Mr Booth (Assistant Headteacher) - Designated Safeguarding & Mental Health Lead 

Mrs Harold (Deputy Headteacher) - Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Learning / Behaviour / Academic Progress / Standards 

Class Teacher 

Head of Curriculum Area *(see below) 

Mr Moreno 

Head of Year 7 

Mr Lee 

Head of Year 8 

Mr Spooner 

Head of Year 9 

Miss Jones / Miss 

McKinnon (Fri) 

Head of Year 10 

Mr Holland 

Head of Year 11  

Mrs Steward (Associate 

Assistant Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

Mr M Doolan (Assistant Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

Mr Birley (Deputy 

Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

 

Mrs Gillett SENCO 
 

Mrs Jackson / Miss Greenway Attendance Officers 

 

* Should you have a subject-related query, for example, regarding homework etc., the first point of contact should 
be the class teacher.  Listed below are the Heads of each Curriculum Area, along with the member of the Leadership 
Group responsible for each Curriculum Area, to help parents in knowing who to approach for assistance. 

 

Subject 

Head of Subject/Curriculum Area Senior Leader 

English Mrs Schunmann Mrs Harold 

Mathematics Mrs Baird Mrs Harold 

Science Mr Fernandez Mr Birley 

Geography Mrs Hughes Ms Woolnough 

History Miss Depper Mrs Harold 

Religion, Philosophy & Ethics Mr David Ms Woolnough 

Technology/Child Development Mr Todd Ms Woolnough 

French/German/Spanish Mrs Peralta Jimenez Mrs Steward 

Vocational Education/Computer Science/ICT Miss Judson Mr Jones 

Physical Education Mr Edwards Ms Woolnough 

Performing Arts Mrs Green Mr Birley 

Art Mrs De Kadar Mrs Harold 

Special Educational Needs Mrs Gillett Mr Birley 

Learning for Life  Mrs Hewes Mr Booth 

 



 



 

 



 



 


