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| am delighted to welcome you to thel00" edition
of the Alec Hunter Herald, and to share another
collection of great stories covering the many

exciting activities and impressive achievements
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several different forms over many years, preating
even myl8 years at the school, but when we
converted to becomeAlec Hunter Academy back
in April 2013, we reset the counter to Issue #1,
which celebrated some record exam results for the
school, and looked like this:
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Our current version issomewhat more colourful
than the original, but its purpose remains the same
to keep all our community informed about and
inspired by the experiences of our young people. |
feel this is an appropriate moment to pay tribute to
Mrs Lawrence in the officewho does all the hard
work pulling these articles together, editing and
formatting them and ensuring that all the details are
correct. | am sure you would agree that she does a
splendid job and will continue to do so as we
embark on our second century ofssues.

At this time of year, we are, of course, preoccupied
with supporting our most senior students as they
face the challenges of their GCSEs. The determined
and focused attitude that they have been displaying,
both in the bespoke revision sessions and in the
exams themselves, has filled us with confidencdor
their outcomes and we wish them well for the
remainder of the exam season

disturb students during their importantpublic
exams but will resume very shortly and continue
throughout the summer and beyond. We know this
project will significantly enhance our sports

local community, so we will keep you updated and
look forward to completion towards the end 0f2025.

Thank you to all our parent@nd carersfor your
support again this year. We wish you eelaxing and
enjoyable summer holiday when it arrives!

Mr Lawn (Headteachey
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June 2025 :
11" JuneT United in Diversity Even{School :
Council) "

12" JuneT Year 7/8 LMTO Upbeat Music Sessmns..
16" JuneT Year 7/8 LMTO Upbeat Music Sessions:
16™M, 17", 19", 20" & 239 JuneT Year 9 Exams

18" JuneT District Athletics, TaborAcademy .
18" Junet SENCo Surgery, Bpm :
19" JuneT Year 7/8 LMTO Upbeat Music Concert
20" Juneto IJ¢ | WUNNLWX 3¢ 2132t kK W &
25" JuneT Year 10 Campus visit to ARU :
26" & 27" JuneT Year 6 Induction Days :
26" Juneto e | W WA¢! WUqt k W~ |J"
30" June-8" JulyT Year 10 Practical and Speaking
Exam week :

July/August 2025
15t JulyT INSET (NorPupil) Day .
2M-3d JulyT Year 8 HPV Vaccinations
2" JulyT Awards Evening

4™ JulyT Skills Day
9" JulyT Sports Day ;
11™ JulyT Year 11 Prom at The Essekarls Colne
14", 16", 17" & 18" JulyT Celebration Assemblies
18" July T School closes at 1pm .
21t & 22 JulyT INSET (NorPupil) Days :
23 July-31% AugustT Summer Holidays

September 2025 :
15t & 2" SeptemberT INSET (NorPupil) Days ;
3 SeptemberT First day of term
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Congratulations to the students who have recently
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Students are nominated by their teachers and are
chosen because they meet our expectationst all
times, are a pleasure to teach and approach school
life in apositive manner. These students possess a
great attitude, are consistent with homework and
attendance and always have the correct equipment.
Students were invited to a lunchtime meeting with
Mr Lawn presented with a certificate and badge
and enjoyed a hot chocolate and cookie.
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Year 7
Sara Akhalwaya Matteo Longobardi
Lusaigh Gosling lulia Pop
Fincham

Oluwasetemi Jacobs

Harry Priestland

Year 8

Jack Dallard Maddison Holmes
Ysabella Diuco Mia Rapnikaite
Alana Vant
Year 9
Jacob Coates Jack Drew
Ella Cole Katie Morris

Maisey Cooper

Jenin Rabbaa

Year 10
Holly Ashley Patrick Dyball
Archie Black Henry Ribbans
Oliver Davidson Poppy Wark

Emily White

Year 11
Harry Doyle Kehinde Onabanjo
Sienna Edmonds Kadie Ross
Rose Green Austin Rowell

Oskar Jackow

Jamie Spooner

1 ¢ 0 W8§ k ?Swithg

Tegan Whittaker
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On Tuesday 11 March, the English department took
some Year 10 and 11 students to watch Macbeth at
the Globe Theatre in London. Although the opeair
theatre was a little chilly, all the students enjoyed
seeing the play they are studyings part oftheir
GCSE come alive on the stage.
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In March, the Maths department ran the Pi Day
House Competition, challenging students to
memoarise the value of Pi to as many decimal places

as they could. There are over a billion numbers in Pi,

and our winner this year lulia Pop, set a new school
record remembering 109 digits, beating the previous
school record of 100 set last year.

1t Place lulia Pop 7Ememorised 109numbers
(Attenborough House)

2" Place Harry Murr 8T memorised 86

numbers (Hawking House)

3" Place Freya Kemp 7L memorised 81numbers
(Hawking House)

4" Place Leona Reynolds 7Amemorised 80
numbers (Gandhi House)

Well done to everyone that entered
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On Friday 28th March, our students showcased their
creativity and business acumen in the Regional
Finals of the "Made in BraintreeCompetition. After
outperforming all other participating schools, only
our three teams remained in the competition,
demonstrating their exceptional dedication and
innovative thinking.Students were tasked with
presenting their vision for a Sustainable Community
Space, designed for an empty lot in Braintree
Village. The three teams delivered presentations,
impressing the judgeswith their originality and
commercial viability:

Team 1:Sound Station - Lily May Young, Zane
Miller, Ellen Mitchell, Leland Osborne and Mione
Biss proposed a sustainable music shop where
customers could loan second-hand instruments,
purchase apparel such as Tshirts and bags
(demonstrated by the students), and buy or trade
vinyl records. Their presentation was
complemented by an impressive 3D model bthe
shop, showcasing their attention to detail and
commitment to sustainability.

Team 2:Dunamis: Smoothies by Day, Cocktails

by Night - Lily Barrett, Patrick Dyball, Lawrence
Donovan, Emiliano Vizitiu and Noah Holliday
presented a business model focused on sustainably
sourcing local fruits and vegetables from Essex
farmers. The team planned to give back to the
farmers by returning compost made from the waste
products. Their professional presentation included
a taster session for the judges, served in their own
branded Dunamis cups
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Ramadassou, Sydney Thorn andlsabelle
Woodward introduced a trendy frozen yoghurt
concept, identifying a clear gap in the local market.
ightted how far customers
frozen yoghurt shop,
proving the demand for their business. They also
proposed innovative themed menus to encourage
year-round sales, demonstrating their strategic
approach.

While the judges- comprised of managers from
Ahead Partnership, Landsec, and Braintree Village
deliberated, students participated in engaging
workshops on delivering professional business
pitches. The decision was incredibly difficult due to
the high standard of presentations, but

ultimately, Sound Station was declared the winner,
recognised for the commercial viability of their idea.
The event concluded with students enjoying pizza
and receiving goody bags, courtesy of Braintree
Village. Allstudents displayed remarkable
professionalism, dedication, and teamwork. Their
hard work over the last five weeks, spending every




lunchtime in Ms. Morgangroom refining their ideas,
truly paid off. We are incredibly proud of our
students for their outstanding efforts and exemplary
representation of our school.

TheSound Station teamtherefore progressed to the
next stage an online presentation against all the
other regional winnersfrom across the country.
They achieved a very impressiviourth place , just
missing out on reaching theNational Final at
Landsec HQ in London as one ohk topthree
teams, but they should be very proud of their
performance and forbeing such amazing
ambassadors for our school
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On Friday, 28 February, 6Year 8 students
represented Alec Hunter inthe FaradayChallengeat
Saffron Walden County High SchoolEvelyn
Whitfield, Hayley M aginn, Bryony Swindale,
Matthew Locke, Spencer Gilson, and George
Ratford were given a brief to use electrical circuits
and engineering to create a prototype device that
would be sustainable and would enhance the lives
of young people or people with a disabilityOur
students were ambitious and worked on trying to
produce a prototype artificial hand. They faced
considerable difficulties with this and showed a
great degree of resilience and iragination in their
attempts to overcome thechallengeswhich they
encountered. When they presented their prototype
they all spoke clearly and with candour about the
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struggles they hadsurmounted to achieve their
goal. Although they did not win, theycame away
from the challenge enthusedand with many ideas
about how to carry what they had learned

forward. It was a very positive experience for them.
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On 10" June, a number of students in Years 7,8 and
9 were delighted to receive a free book in
recognition of their hard work and dedication at
reading intervention sessions this term. The books
were courtesy of a very generous donation to the
English departmentfrom a local publishing house
and included popular fiction, reference books and
guide-books, so there was something for everyone.
Students were able totake homea book of their
choice to encourage a further love of reading.

On Thursday 2# April we were delighted to
welcome players from Braintree Town FC to the
school. Ryan Clampin, Tom Blackwell, Kyrell
Lisbie and George Langston came along with
Marketing & Sponsorship DirectoAlan Stuckey and
Adam Canningn | Y0 Waq 6 JWHG 2 Alq Y WH
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well as being put forward for the Braintree dwn FC However, we found the breakthrough in the 25th
promotion, we also ran it as a House Competitiornn minute when Reece Donovan played a brilliant
school. Congratulations to Holly Webb, Noel through ball to Archie Webster , who finished with
McAiney, Abbie Jarvis and Millie Jameswho were precision into the top corner,levelling the score at

all awarded house points for their outstanding 2-2 as the first half concluded.

entries. Following the photos the players joined Mr The second half saw both teams create chances
Cleevely and Mr Lawn at lunchtimeéo meet with early on, withArchie Dean making some crucial
students of various year groups, providing an saves to keep us in the game. In the 33rd minute, we
opportunity for our youngstersto chat to the players regained the lead wherlLewis Heath won the ball

and get autograghs which theythoroughly enjoyed back on a press and delivered a perfect cutback to

Archie Webster , who scored to give us a2
advantage. Maltings intensified their pressure, but
our defence stood firm, with vital blocks fromHarry
Clark, Nate Burch, and Dominik Karsai,
maintaining our lead.

In the 45th minute, we extended our advantage
when David Umoke won the ball from the Maltings
defence as they attempted to play out, passing to
Reece Donovan, who slid a ball throughto Zachary
Moore. Zach finished coolly into the bottom corner,
making it 42. The team then celebrated with a lively
group dance by the corner flag! From this point, we
controlled the game. A long ball fromArchie Dean,
flicked on byDavid Umoke, found Lerato Mukasa
behind the defence, and he sealed the win with a
brilliant finish, marking the occasion with a
cartwheel and a backflipg The final score was & in
favour of Alec Hunter, making ughe Year 7 Boyx
Football District Champions ! Congratulations to
all the Year 7 team.

OINE| WTW7Y! 1t K
?Rt ql REqLW9 6 ¢

On Wednesday23" April, our Year 7 boys' football
team travelled to Tabor Academy for the District
Cup Final against Maltings Academy. We made an
early impact, taking the lead in the 5th minute when
we converted from a cornerFrankie Smith sent a
perfectly delivered ball to the back post, where

Harry Clark, unmarked, rose to head it in and open b L] C | Y W7 Y | Fﬂ-l R

the scoring. Maltings responded quickly, applying

pressure and equalising from a sefpiece. The initial 9 c GLL'[ R U C CI LU] l~J Y

corner was clgared, but they capitalis_ed on the Alec Hunter Academy stormed to cup final glory
rebound. Maltings then took the lead in the 13th with a commanding 52 win over Maltings Academy,
minute, as a long ball wer our defence found their delivering aperformance packed with flair

striker, who finished calmly in the bottom corner. precision, and clinical finishing, just like Mr Booth,
For the remainder of the first half, Alec Hunter their coach! (Can you tell that he wrote this?! TMr

spearheaded several attacks, with the Maltings Lawn)




The match kicked off with Alec asserting early
dominance. Slick midfield play carved open the
Maltings defence, allowingLucian Chauhan to slot
home the opener and set the tone for what was to
come. Holding a slender 10 lead into the break,
Alec emerged for the second half with renewed
intensity. Just five minutes inCharlie Wilby
doubled the advantage with a sublime chip over the
keeper- his first of the game. Moments laterJay
Ewunonu orchestrated a brilliant move, feeding
Lucian who danced past defemlers from outside the
box before rifling in his second of the match.

The fourth goal was a team effort of the highest
order. Kyle Wood picked out a precise pass to
Harry Murr, who threaded a perfect through ball to
Marcel Szczepanski. With power and precision,
Marcel unleashed a thunderbolt that rattled the
crossbar before nestling in the net.Maltings
managed to pull one back with a fortunate strike,
HeqlW OUHK WI
launched a pinpoint ball to Lucian, who smashed it
in off the near posy securing a hattrick and
¢cUYqd6 13l WNYE¢ O Wn triketl

A late consolation goal from Maltings in the dying
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the final whistle confirmed a5-2 triumph and

crowned Alec Academy as well -deserved District
Champions.

Year 8 BoysFootball Team: Charlie Sudbury -Hill,
Jake Barrett, Marcel Szczepanski, Harry Murr,
Jacob James, Igor Jarosz, Zach Wilson, Kyle
Wood, Charlie Wilby, Harry Canning (Captain),
Daniel Adoyi (Vice Captain), Jay Ewunonu, Lucian
Chauhan
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On Wednesday 23 April, members of the energy
team from the Eco Club took part in an Eco Event
hosted by Braintree District Cultural Education
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Partnership. Year 8 studentdsabella Cant, Ella
Hall and Brooke Loveridge presented their ideas
for saving energy at Alec Hunter. They were
rewarded with somefunding which will be used to
achieve some of theEco Club's goals this year,
including planting around the school. Morenews to
follow on their initiatives in futureeditions of the
Herald.

sit back, relax and enjoy the video!

Student Absence

If your child is absent from school parent/carers
should contact the school as early as possible.

» The school has a 24our absence line (01376 =
559359) where an answer phone is available to
leave a message if nobody is available to take

your call, a 24 hours text only service (07598

» 393348), an absences email ;
(JJackson@alechunter.com), or you may call into:
school personally and speak to the office staff.
Parents/carers are required to contact the school :
« on every morningtheir child is going to be absent. :
: Please do not email the Tutor or Student

: Support Leader as they may not see the email .
+ until later if they have prior commitments. i
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On Tuesday 29 April, Year 10 and 11 Drama

tgqel WO0qt Wl ¢2130G010T7 WaVYWwx YU
] YOt Wi 1 YUNRK WE q Wa A4 of thad 1J +
GCSE Drama course, students are required to write

a theatre review, forming part of their final exam at

the end of the yearThis trip was toallow students

to complete the relevant assessment It was a

fantastic evening and students (and staff!) loved the

endless mayhem and madness of the slapstick
comedy.
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On Friday7" March we celebrated World Book Day

with staff dressing up as theirfavourite book

character for the day Students were invited to
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winner wasFrankie-Ray Francis in 8H Tutor groups
were encouraged tofDecorate a Dooltin the style of
their favourite book, and theres ¢ t LUI¢ Rdcrgdtéc Lh
¢ FOE H tbp@thion where students were asked to
stage awell-known scene from afamous book.
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from Harry Potter.

UJcI Ye UI UJquJLIJl HoYYu LIJcl UchoI

L~ n,\

V[ﬂﬁ[ﬂf
II[ME’[[

fw’;‘, 1P
W

o gjﬁ

h AIHIT 1J¢ q UrihhdistpaT With & sdene
from Avengers Assemble.
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Winners ofWorld Book DayPecorate a DoadCompetition

T7A ouU Year 10s

With honourable mentions to these amazing designs:

WORLD
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On Friday 2¢ May, 36 Year 9 and 10 students set off on their Duke of Edinburgh Expedition as part of their
Bronze Award. The students walkedpprox. 30 km across the two daysarrying all their equipment and food.
The group set up camp at Prances Scout Camp Wickham Bishopsand cooked their own evening meabefore
enjoying hot chocolate and marshmallowson the campfire. Students who successfully completed the
expedition wereChloe Piscina, Poppy Twin, Ellanna Black, Amy Hagan, Lila Wagstaff, Olivia Holmes,
Catherine Baker, Olivia Dakin, Kotryna Brown , Isabelle Mitchell , Abi Robbins, Tilly Thowney, Isabelle
McNamara, Lennox Rose-Rogers, Alex Harding, Henry Greatbatch , Layla Simpson, Freya Roots, Madison
Theobald, Courtney Parsons, Christian Edwards, Samuel Clayden, Bradley Rawlinson, Uly Vota, Freddie
MacDonald, Cale Gilbert, Dylan Heard, Luke High, Isabelle Reeve, Charlie Taylor-Murfet, Maisie Baker,
Willow Bambridge, Isla Barrett, Scarlett Cook, Ollie Dean and Olivia Evans

cclJcl qldJc HO 11 srtavkdha BealailbbibJrbm3:384:30pm every Thursday to meet with
» parents and discuss any issues they may wish to raise. No appointment is required, as parents will be seen ir:
« the order they arrive, but if you wish to book a specific time, please contact the schooffice. 1
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On the T April, it was Skills Day, and each year
group was involved in exciting activities that took
place outside the normal curriculum. Year 7
students experiencedWorld Water Day, learning
about the world around us andenjoying Art lessons
using different paint techniques Year 8 students
took part in aSports & Nutrition Day , trying new
sports such as Spike Ball, 8pak Takraw, Kabaddi,
Pickleball, Pilates and Boxercise. They alsexplored
the nutritional values of the food we eatYear 9
students visited the Imperial War Museum

Duxford as part of their History work Year 10
students took part inmock interviews and

practi sed their CV writing. They alsaindertook a
medical workshop run by theMedical Mavericks
which saw them trying out medical equipment and .‘
J210Wget RUNLWA AT YS6rhekYrdn 11V G LW
students took part in afiralk the Talkkworkshop
(part funded by theJack PetcheyFoundation)that
focused onfralkingabout the FuturekT developing
their ability to effectively articulate their experience,
skills and employability value Year 11 students who
study French visitedBoulogne for the dayto

practise their languagewhilst others were offered
revision and catch -up sessions in their chosen
GCSE subijects.




Year 91 Trip to Imperial War Museum Duxford
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: Contact Details: Please rememberto
» contact us viaAdmin@alechunter.com ifyou
» change your telephone number or email address:

» to ensure your contact details are kept up to ;
: date. ;




Year 10 T Mock Interviews and CV work -
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Year 117 trip to Boulogne
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On Friday 4" April, 40 Year 9 and 10 students travelled to Iceland for adhy study tour to enhance their learning

of key Geography concepts, such as plate tectonics, coastal and river landscapes and sustainable resource
management. Students enjoyed visiting the city of Reykjavik, the Blue Lagoon, Thingvellir National Park, Gullfoss
Waterfall, and Hellisheidi Geothermal Power Station. They alsexperienced an activeGeysir, the Keridvolcanic
crater and the beautiful waterfalls of Seljalandsfoss and Edgafoss. Students also visited theshrinking
So6lheimajokull glacier where they could see the impact of climate change.




8§ 0 RZAEHAGWYSY 0 W~2t RHC
On 39, 4" and 3" March, over 50 of our students performed in the school musdtader! JR; based on the classic
novelDliver Twistb & / KI Nf Sa 5A01Syad ¢KS LISNF2NXI YOS 4 & Fdzf f
Paht  KQ ' yR LISNFSOi(lte akK2gOFaSR (GKS dFrfSyida |yR SySNE
involved, as well as the Performing Arts teaitwas amazing to sethe students havesuch a wonderful time.




