
 
 
 
 
Class of 2026 Set New 
Records for Alec Hunter! 
Welcome to a new school year, and a special 
welcome to Year 7 families who are just joining the 
Alec Hunter community.  We trust that these first 
two weeks of transition to secondary school have 
gone smoothly and that your child is already 
enjoying all that our school has to offer.  This issue 
of the Herald is packed with articles exemplifying 
the wonderful experiences that are available to our 
young people, as well as celebrating some 
outstanding achievements. 
 
On the subject of celebrations, Exam Results Day in 
August was a joyous occasion, not just for the many 
students who secured the grades needed for entry 
to college and sixth form, but also for the school as 
a whole.  50% of our learners gained a Grade 5 or 
better in both English and Maths, while 70% 
achieved a Grade 4 or better.  Moreover, with an 
Attainment 8 score of 47.1, this cohort of students 
has set new high benchmarks for the school in all 
major categories, unquestionably our best exam 
results ever!  We would like to congratulate all our 
Year 11 leavers on this record-breaking 
performance and wish them well for the next phase 
of their educational journeys. 
 
As we begin this new term, I should like to thank 
everyone for your patience as we transition to a new 
management information system with Arbor, after 
many years of using SIMS.  We anticipated that this 
significant change would result in some teething 
problems as we adjust to new ways of recording, 
retrieving and sharing information, and this has 
certainly proved to be the case!  However, we are 
hopeful that, in the longer term, we will see many 
benefits in terms of efficiency and communication 
between school and home, so please bear with us - 
we are very grateful for your tolerance as we 
acclimatise to new processes. 
 
Very best wishes to all members of the Alec Hunter 
community for a successful year ahead. 
 
Mr Lawn (Headteacher) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Diary Dates 
 
September 2026 
22nd September – Year 11 UKMT Maths Challenge 
23rd September – Year 11 Braintree Careers Fair 
24th September – Year 7 Parents’ Information 
Evening 
25th September – Year 10/11 History Workshop 
29th September – Year 7 Oracy Event 
 
October 2026 
1st October – Sports Awards Evening 
2nd October – School Closes Early at 12.25pm 
3rd October – Open Morning 
5th-9th October – Year 6 Parent Tours 
8th October – Year 11 Parent Information Evening 
14th October – Year 7/8 Cross Country Tournament 
15th October – Year 10 Chelmsford Science Festival 
19th-30th October – Half Term (2 weeks) 
 
November 2026 
9th-13th November – Year 11 Core Formal Exams 
12th November – Year 12 Presentation Evening 
16th November – Year 7 Road Safety Play 
17th November – Years 7-9 Braintree Dance Festival 
20th November – Flu Vaccinations 
26th-28th November – Year 10/11 Aachen Christmas 
Market trip 
27th November – Skills Day 
 
December 2026 
3rd December – Year 10 Parents’ Evening (Virtual) 
4th December – Flu Vaccinations 
8th December – Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 
10th December – Winter Concert 
11th December – Flu Vaccinations 
14th-17th December – Celebration Assemblies 
18th December – 1pm Close 
21st December-1st January – Christmas Holidays 
 
January 2027 
4th January – Return to School, Week B 
 
To stay updated on key school dates and events, 
please view the calendar on our website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.alechunter.org/school-calendar


Woman in Black 
On Wednesday 4th February, both Year 9 English 
and Year 10 Drama students went to see “The 
Woman in Black” at Chelmsford theatre. This 
gripping stage adaptation of the original novel is a 
brilliantly successful study in atmosphere, illusion 
and controlled horror and one that the students will 
read as part of their studies. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Democracy Day 
On Tuesday 3rd February, a small group of Year 7, 8 
and 9 students took part in a local school council 
meeting at Causeway House alongside Cllr Justin 
Wrench.  Well done to Joshua C, Holly L-J, 
Maksimilianas M, Frankie S, Blake B and Jessica S 
for their impeccable behaviour - they were a credit 
to the school. 
 

 
 

Globe Theatre Trip 
On Tuesday 3rd March, one hundred of our Year 8 
students travelled to London to the Globe Theatre to 
watch Romeo & Juliet. The action-packed, 90-
minute version of the play was created especially 
for young people and is the perfect introduction to 
Shakespeare for everyone. Although the open-air 
theatre was a little chilly, all the students enjoyed 
seeing the play come alive on the stage. 
 

 
 
 
  

Headteacher’s Surgery: Mr Lawn will be 
available from 3:30-4:30pm every Thursday to 
meet with parents and discuss any issues they 
may wish to raise.  No appointment is required, 
as parents will be seen in the order they arrive, 
but if you wish to book a specific time, please 
contact the school office. 



UKMT Maths Challenge 
The UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge is an inter-
school 60-minute, 25-question multiple-choice 
challenge, designed to encourage mathematical 
reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency. 
Participation certificates were awarded to: Year 9 
students: Jack D, Jay E, Jarvis G, Mia G and 
Matthew L. Year 10 students: Scarlett C, Marianna 
G, Phoebe H, Rose H, Tayla H, Will H and Ellie S. 
Year 11 students: Georgina B, Samuel C-O, Nathan 
C, Olly G, Oscar H, Lucia R, Jonathan S, Poppy W 
and Lily-May Y. Bronze certificates were awarded to 
Year 9 students Jack C and Cameron W; Year 10 
students Yogya N and Lila W; and Year 11 students 
Chloe H and Julian N. Silver certificates were 
awarded to Poyraz A (Best in Year 9), Alex H and 
Lennox R-R (Joint Best in Year 10) and Year 11 
students: Andrei A, Holly A, Lily H, Joshua N and 
Abi R. Gold certificates were awarded to Year 11 
students Tyler B, Stefan Z and Oliver J. Oliver was 
awarded ‘Best in School’ and was invited to the next 
round. All the students did amazingly well, working 
on some tricky questions in the paper. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LMTO Play It Live Event 
On Monday 16th March, members of our orchestra 
and choir took part in the London Musical Theatre 
Orchestra ‘Play-It! Live’ day at The Institute, 
Braintree. Our students joined pupils from other 
schools in two sessions and learnt new musical 
pieces that they then performed to their peers and 
parents/carers on stage. 
 

 
 

Wicked Sing-a-long 
On Thursday 22nd January, students took part in a 
world-wide ‘Wicked Sing-a-long’ hosted by Young 
Voices. Live from the O2 in London, our students 
joined 500,000 students from across the world who 
all participated virtually. 
 

 
 

Jack Petchey Speak Out 
Competition 
On Wednesday 22nd April, Year 10 students Megan 
L and Lennox R-R represented Alec Hunter Academy 
at the regional final of the Jack Petchey Speak Out 
Challenge. Both students were proudly selected by 
their peers as winners from our recent in-school 
final. Lennox’s speech was entitled ‘AI: Is It The 

Student Absence 
If your child is absent from school, parents/carers 
should contact the school as early as possible. 
The school has a 24-hour absence line (01376 
559359) where an answer phone is available to 
leave a message if nobody is available to take your 
call.  Alternatively, there is a 24-hour text only 
service (07598 393348), an absences email 
(JJackson@alechunter.com), or you may call into 
school personally to speak to the office staff. 
Parents/carers are required to contact the school 
on every morning their child is going to be absent. 
Please do not email the Tutor or Student Support 
Leader as they may not see the email until later if 
they have prior commitments. 



Future Or The Beginning Of The End?’, and Megan’s 
speech was on ‘Kindness’. Both students presented 
an inspiring speech and competed against talented 
students from schools across the North Essex 
region. The event took place at Saffron Walden 
County High School and although the students 
didn’t place in the top 3 they both worked incredibly 
hard and represented the school brilliantly. 
 

 
 

 
 

    
 

Arsenal Youth Academy  
On Wednesday 18th March and Wednesday 25th 
March, our Year 10 Sports & Coaching students 
visited the Arsenal Youth Academy at Arsenal 
Football Club. They observed coaching principles 
within an elite coaching environment and enjoyed a 
tour of the facilities as well as a presentation about 
the club’s philosophy. 
 

 
 

Learner to Learner Art 
Project 
On Thursday 23rd April, Year 8 students taking part 
in the cross-phase Learner to Learner Project visited 
the Sculpture Trail at Markshall Estate in 
Coggeshall, to give them an opportunity to 
experience art in an outdoor environment. The 
Learner to Learner initiative is a special project 
where students from Alec Hunter and Year 5 
students from local primary schools collaborate to 
produce inspirational pieces of creative artwork. 
This year, students have been designing an 
installation to be displayed in the new sensory 
garden at Alec Hunter Academy. 
 

 
 

 



MFL Languages 
Competitions 
On 25th June, our MFL department presented prizes 
for both the British German Association Excellence 
in German competition and the ‘Hi, how are you?’ 
House Competition. The BGA Excellence in German 
competition asks students to complete a project in 
German, on a topic concerning Germany to explain 
their interest in or relation to Germany, its culture 
and language. 
 
1st Place: Oscar W 
2nd Place: Emilie P 
3rd Place: Amelia W 
4th Place: Ella H 
 
For the MFL ‘Hello, how are you?’ House 
Competition, students were asked to create a 
colourful poster with the words ‘Hi, how are you?’ in 
a language of their choice. It could be a language 
spoken at home, a language they are learning or a 
language they would like to learn.  
 
1st Place: Zofia G 
2nd Place: Rose H 
3rd Place: Charlie S. 
 
Well done to all the students! 
 

 

 

 

District Sports 
On Wednesday 17th June, we took part in District 
Sports at Tabor Academy. Team Alec placed third 
and we are incredibly proud of all the students who 
took part. 

 

The following students performed exceptionally well 
on the day and broke school records — some of 
which had stood for over 50 years! 
 
1. 4x100m Relay – Boys – Year 7 
Noah P, Reiss R, William B, Mason P – 55 seconds 
Held Since: 1972 (56 seconds) 
2. 100m – Boys – Year 9 
Freddie A – 11.40 seconds 
Held Since: 1985 (11.60 seconds) 
3. 300m – Boys – Year 9 
Elvis A – 40.62 seconds 
Held Since: 2024 (45.94 seconds) 
4. 300m – Girls – Year 8 
Ella H – 48.93 seconds 
Held Since: 2025 (51.18 seconds) 
 

ARU STEM Club 
Competition 
On 26th June 2026, 4 teams of students attended 
the CSES Annual STEM Competition, TEXPO, a 
premier event that celebrates the ingenuity and 
creativity of students across Essex. This 
competition provides a unique platform for young 
minds to showcase their innovative projects in 
science, technology, engineering, and maths. 
 
The teams were:  
Lennox R-R (Year 10) with Waste to Wall which is a 
project focusing on recycled building/ insulating 
materials. 
 
Iulia P, Grace B and Brooke T (Year 8) with the 
project GoGirls which is a sustainable motor-
powered go-cart. 
 
Aayla-Rose B and Erika O (Year 8) with Gophins, a 
safe multi-purpose model playground for children.  



Ella H (Year 9) with Snap and Charm, a magnetic 
clasp bracelet with resin charms. 
 
Daniel L (Year 9) with Rustic Instruments, 
homemade string instruments.   
 
All students put their work on display and explained 
their designs to the judges and to other students 
around the county. It was a lovely day and they all 
spoke proudly about their work, receiving amazing 
feedback!  
Lennox R-R was then invited to the CSES Awards 
ceremony on 9th July 2026, where he won the ARU 
Sustainability Award, sponsored by Anglian Ruskin 
University. 
 

  
 

    
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 



  



 

  



  



  



  



  



   
 

    
 

    
  



 
     

 
  



  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

  





  



 

  



 



LINE MANAGEMENT FROM SEPTEMBER 2026 
 
 

 
 

Please find below our line management arrangements for students. The first point of contact for enquiries should be 
your child’s tutor and then their Student Support Leader or Head of Year depending on the nature of your query. 

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

Attendance / Wellbeing / Behaviour /Safeguarding 

Form Tutor 

Ms Swindale 

Student Support 

Leader 

 

Mrs Johnson/ 

Mrs Porter (Wed) 

Student Support 

Leader 

Mr Cleevely 

Student Support 

Leader 

Mrs Willing 

Student Support 

Leader  

Mrs Weaver 

Student Support 

Leader  
 

Mrs Howe (Assistant Headteacher) - Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mrs Harold (Deputy Headteacher) - Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

Learning / Behaviour / Academic Progress / Standards 

Class Teacher 

Head of Curriculum Area *(see below) 

Miss Jones / Miss 

McKinnon (Fri) 

Head of Year 7 

Mr Holland 

Head of Year 8 

Mr Moreno 

Head of Year 9 

Mr Lee 

Head of Year 10 

Mr Spooner 

Head of Year 11  

Mrs Steward (Assistant Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

Mr M Doolan (Assistant Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

Mr Hunter-Smith 

(Asst Headteacher) 

Behaviour & Progress 

 

Mrs Baird  
 

Associate Assistant Headteacher (SENCO) 

Miss Greenway  Home School Attendance Officer 

 

* Should you have a subject-related query, for example, regarding homework etc., the first point of contact should 
be the class teacher.  Listed below are the Heads of each Curriculum Area, along with the member of the Leadership 
Group responsible for each Curriculum Area, to help parents in knowing who to approach for assistance. 

 

Subject 

Head of Subject/Curriculum Area Senior Leader 

English Miss Schunmann Mrs Harold 

Mathematics Miss Benn Mrs Baird 

Science Mrs Harding Mrs Harold 

Geography Mrs Hughes Ms Woolnough 

History Miss Depper Mrs Harold 

Religion, Philosophy & Ethics Mr David Mrs Steward 

Technology Mr Todd Ms Woolnough 

French/German/Spanish Mrs Peralta Jimenez Mr Hunter-Smith 

Business Studies (Interim) Miss Morgans Mr Jones 

Child Dev/Health & Social Care (Interim) Mrs Aylott Mr Jones 

Physical Education Mr Edwards Mr Jones 

Performing Arts Mrs Green Ms Woolnough 

Computer Science/ICT Mr Costin Mr Doolan 

Art Ms Mellor-Smith Mrs Harold 

Media Studies Miss White Ms Woolnough 

Special Educational Needs Mrs Baird Ms Woolnough 

Learning for Life  Mrs Hewes Mrs Howe 



 


